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SPECIAL NOTICE TO THE CHAIRMEN OF 
BOARDS OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF COM- 
MON SCHOOLS. 

Aut the copies of this magazine, intended for the 

officers of the Common Schools, 

tendents, to be by them distributed. The distri- 
bution is to be made as follows, to wit 
copy to the Chairman, one to each other member 
of the Board of County 
copy to each member of the Committee of Ex- 


:—One 
Superintendents, 


amination, and one to each District Committee. 

In distributing to the District Committees, the | 
Chairman will please hand the copy for each dis | 
trict to the first acting and active member of it} 


whom he sees, and request him to read and to| 


SCHOOL JOUR 


REENSBORO’ & RALEIGH, DECEMBER, 1856. 


“| copy would require 


will be sent to | 


the Chairmen of the Boards of County Superin- | C. II. WILEY, 


one | 


AL 


No. 2 


hand to the other members. 
py for each Committee—not one for cach mem- 


There is only one 


ber of it—and to supply each member with a 


over nine thousand for this 


| purpose alone. our thousand are now sent out 
| free of all cost to those to whom sent, except the 
postage—and this it is hoped the Chairman will 
not hesitate to pay out of the school fund, the 
amount being very small for each county. 

The great purpose of the undertaking is to ad- 
the 
Carolina by the diffusion of useful 


vance cause of general education in North- 
knowledge 
among all the officers and friends of the Common 
Schcol system, free of all cost to the former; and 
it is ardently hoped that Chairmen will aid in the 
cause by distributing the numbers as rapidly as 
circumstances will permit. The magazine will 
be published quarterly for the present, while I 
| will endeavor to make it, in time, a monthly pe- 
riodical. 

| The whole undertaking has been to me a labor 
| of love, causing me much extra exertion beyond 
the strict line of duty, and not only promising no 
profit, but causing actual sacrifices; but all this 
| will I most cheerfully undergo, if prompt facili- 
| ties and a fair opportunity are given to this most 
useful agency for performing the great work 
which it, and only it can accomplish. 


Sup. Com. Schools of N. C. 





| 35° NOTICE TO SCHOOL COMMITTEES. 


| Tur member of the District Committee, to whom 
| this Journal is first handed by the Chairman of 
| the Board of Superintendents of Common Schools, 
will please to remember that one copy only is 
|sent to the district, for the use of all the mem- 


ibers of the committee. Let him, therefore, read‘ 
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and hand to the others as soon as possible ;gand 


when all have read, let the numbers be deposited 
in the schoolhouse, to be bound up, and kept at 
the schoolhouse, in a safe place, for the perma- 
nent use of committees, teachers, children and 
friends of the school generally. Let this be the 
beginning of a School Library. 

It is hoped these suggestions will be certainly 
and stricily complied with, as they ave of great 


importance, and involve no expense or trouble. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO ALL OFFICERS OF 
THE COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM. 

You will find in this No. a synopsis of the laws 
now in force in relation to Common Schools: 
this will be kept in standing type, and it and the 
facts and statistics herein contained, and to be 
published in future numbers, make it important 
to preserve the copies of this Journal for con- 
stant reference. 

GENERAL NOTICE. 
Att communications for this Journal should be 
directed to the Editor, C. H. Wiley, at Greensbo- 


rough or Raleigh. 


Notices and statistics of schools, classical and 
common, suggestions and facts bearing on the in- 
terests of general education are respectfully re- 
quested; but all favors of this kind should be 
made as brief as possible, and deal in facts and 
ideas. 

TEACHERS are invited to ask questions and offer 
their views and experience—and Oericrrs of the 
Common Schools are solicited to communicate 
results of their observation, and to seek for an- 
swers to questions occurring to them, to be given 
jn the columns of this Journal. Frrenps or Epv- 
CATION Ought to endeavor to have copies of this 
work put into the hands of Common School 
Teachers everywhere; and Commitrers should 
carefully read these pages, and give their neigh-! 
bors also an opportunity of doing the same. | 

This Journal will, it is hoped, be a faithful re- | 
cord of the facts of our condition and progress, | 
of our past history and future promise, in regard | 
to general education ; and hence its pages should | 
be read and studied by all who wish to know the | 
truth in respect to this most important temporal 
interest of the people, 








THE OBJECTS OF THIS MAGAZINE. 
A LEADING purpose of this Magazine is to diffuse 
useful information among the District Committees 
of the Common Schools of North-Carolina. There 
are over three thousand districts in the State, 
covering every mile of territory in it; and in 
nearly all of these ate committees, whose business 
it is to locate, build, repair, and keep in order the 
schoolhouses, to select teachers, and to see to the 
management of the school. ‘These committees 
are thusa very important part of the Common 
School machinery; and being in numbers so 
many, and in locations so widely scattered, it is 
impossible to reach them in any reasonable time, 
except through the mails. But to write letters to 
all would require the services of a multitude of 
clerks—to send out handbills would cost the State 
a consideratle sum, while these handbills would 
not be so attractive as to insure a general perusal, 
and would be torn and cast aside very soon—and 
to attempt to operate through the newspapers 
would not succeed, as no one paper is taken by 
one-fourth of the committeemen in the State, 
while the fewest number re sent into ignorant 
communities where light is most needed. The 
General Superintendent was, therefore, extremely 
anxious to publish a periodical specially devoted 
to the interests of general education; but the 
great difliculty was how to get it to all the com- 
mittees. Not many could be expected to sub- 
scribe, and it would cost a jarge sum to send any 
sort of a periodical to all the districts. After 
much effort he has been enabled to carry out his 
wishes, and a Magazine with thirty-two pages of 
reading matter, will be sent out four times a year 
to every member of the Committee of Examina- 
tion, to each member of the Board of County 
Superintendents, and to each District Committee 
iut he State. 
ber, will thus be distributed Free of cost ; and very 


Four thousand, or about that num- 


great results are confidently anticipated. 
Notwithstanding the general complaints of in- 
attention on the part of committees, the General 
Superintendent firmly believes in the wisdom of 
having committees in every district. They con- 
stitute a republican feature which cannot be dis- 
pensed with, and they furnish a wholesome and 
necessary check to the centralizing tendency 
found in every system. The honesty of the coun- 
try lies in the masses, and, as a general thing, the 
committees and the people need only to be en- 








A 









i 
1 
{ 





ey 








NORTH-CAROLINA COMMON SCHOOL 


lightened to insure more strict attention to the 
interests of the Common Schools, the great inter- 
est of the State. They should know whut the 
system has done, what it is doing, and wat it is 
promising certainly to do, what is required of 
each officer and of each member of the commu- 
nity, and what cach is capable of doing. 

A few leading ideas, and a few facts and statis- 
tics bearing on the points, and planted firmly in 
the general mind, will soon produce very great 
results. The people need only to be informed ; 
and if those who are in the habit of making such 
heavy complaints of them, would only take a lit- 
tle pains to teach, instead of condemning, they 
would find more honesty and public spirit than 
they had calculated on. 

A second effect of this Journal, is to keep all 
the officers, agents and friends of the system of 
Common Schools posted up in regard to its pro- 
gress, and the great facts of its experience; and 
in this connection it may be added that the great- 
est stimulus which we can furnish to any friend 
of the cause, is to give him correct information of 
the history, progress, condition and promise of 
education in North-Carolina. 

A third object of the Magazine is to furnish a 
certain method of communication between the 
head of the system of Common Schools and all 
its parts; and by furnishing the means and offer- 
ing temptations, to effect a commerce of ideas 
amo'ig officers, teachers, educators and friends of 
education in the State. 

Good examples and good ideas can, by means 
of these columns, be transplanted to every neigh- 
borhood in the State—old abuses can be dragged 
to the light—and mind can here come in collision 
with mind, and prejudices and errors be rubbed 
off in the encounter. 

Again: such a Magazine, the pure offspring of 
our Common Schools, enhances our self respect, 
and our respect for the system—and surely we 
have made some progress when, from being una- 
ble to count fifteen years ago, a single newspa- 
per, owing, in any measure, its existence to the 
spirit of education, a handsome and large Maga- 
zine springs into vigorous existence, and circulates 
fre> of cost, 4,000 copies, scattering them over 
every square mile of territory in the State! 

This is one of the benefits arising from the of- 
and 


fice of Superintendent of Common Schools ; 


that officer is now enabled to have brought into 
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the State, and expended on the cause of educa- 
tion, more money than he receives as his salary. 

Finally, it is the desire of the Editor of this 
Journal to unite in common efforts all the frien4s 
of education in North-Carolina—to demonstrate 
that the cause, in the University, in the College, 
in the Common and Private School, is one cause— 
and that that cause—the cause of religion of 
course excepted—is THE GREAT CONCERN oF NortH- 
CAROLINA, 





ONE GREAT ADVANTAGE OF COMMON 
SCHOOLS. 

Tuere is one benefit arising from Common 
Schools in North-Carolina which is often over- 
looked. With the true philanthropist, the true 
statesman and the genuine republican, the condi- 
tion of the entire population is taken into the ac- 
count in estimating the situation, moral, mental 
or physical, of a community ; and when we thus 
examine the progress of our State, and do it prace 
tically and fairly, we are amazed at the immense 
results which have been achieved by our Com- 
mon School System. 

t may have worked clumsily at first—it may 
have interfered with respectable subscription 
schools in various intelligen€ and thickly settled 
neighborhoods; but these disadvantages are but 
as the small dust of the balance when weighed 
against the great fact that the system has pene- 
trated every neighborhood and every family with 
its influences, and is furnishing an English educa- 
tion to tens of thousands of children who, in all 
human probability, would never have been inside 
of a schoolhouse but for it, 

Before the establishment of the Common School 
system there were not one thousand common 
schoolhouses in all the large State of North-Caro- 
lina—now there are three thousand five hundred. 
Before the esthblishment of this system there 
were not forty thousand children attending 
school, and now there are one hundred and forty 
thousand. Nearly one-third of the free white 
people of the State could not read and write: 
only about one-third sent their children regularly 
to school, Now, four out of five families send, 
and of the children growing up there is not one 
in twenty-five that will be unable to read! 

This is a wonderful change, and it is one of 
vast, of incalculable importance in a free State, 
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where the people govern; and in any State, un- 
der any form of government, it would be a result 
extremely gratifying to the true friend of human- 
ity. 

It has cost some trouble—it has been effected 
at the expense of many good schools in various 
ocalities; but had the trouble and the sacrifice 
been four times as great, the result is well worthy 
of them. ‘The fact of the result cannot be dis- 


puted—it is a fixed, certain fact, and it is one 


which every lover of his kind and every friend of 


the State should be proud to contemplate. But 
along with this amazing increase in the number 


of children enjoying the inestimable blessings of 


primary education, is a corresponding inerease in 
the number attending colleges and academies; 
and for nearly every good subscription school 
which the Common Schools have stopped, they 
have caused the opening of a still better or classi- 
cal school. 

Then let that citizen who feels aggrieved by the 
stopping of a subscription school in his vicinity, 
remember that his children are still getting a bet 
ter education than formerly, and if it is costing 
him a little more tronble, let him also remember 
that this state of things has brought the glorious 
blessings of education to tens of thousands of 


children that never would have been enlightened. 


Let him remember that for every child cut off 


from a respectable subscription school, at least 
ten poor ignorant children have been blessed with 
opportunities they never would have enjoyed ; 
and while he remembers this, and remembers 
also that even Ais children are much better edu- 
cated than they would have been, though ata 
little more trouble, if he loves his country and 
knows his own true interests, his heart will re- 
joice at the result. 

And let him also remember this most import- 
ant fact, fo wit: that if, on account of the ignor- 
ance of many of his neighbors, the Common 
School in his district does not work as well as it 
might, that the fault is not in the system, but in 
those who, for so many years, failed to make pro- 
vision for the establishment of Common Schools to 
vemove this ignorance, Wad the sacred injune- 
tions of our Constitution, formed in 1776, been 
faithfully carried out soon after by the adoption 
of a general system of Common Schools, they 
would now have been working to the admiration 
of all; and the want of Common Schools is the 


cause of the difficulty of managing them. The 
longer we put off the attempt the harder it was 
to make it successful; but thanks to Providence 
we are now fairly under way, the worst obstacles 
have been surmounted, the machinery is daily 
becoming more eflicient, and the prospect ahead 


is truly cheering. 


_ 


THE RECENT EDUCATIONAL CONVEN- 
TION. 

We give muck of the space in the present is- 
sue to the proceedings of the Educational Con- 
vention convened in Salisbury, on the 21st of 
October. That Convention had been the cause 
of almost unspeakable solicitude to the Editor of 
this Journal: he felt that on it depended very 
great results to the cause of education, and that 
while it was so essential, and a movement so much 
demanded by the existing state of things, a fail- 
ure in the attempt of getting it up, was extreme- 
ly probable. All previous efforts of the kind had 
resulted in total failures ; and the memory of this 
fact, it was known, would keep away many friends 
of the cause, who would wish to see the move- 
ment permanently successful before they would 
make an open demonstration in its favor. 

At the li 
boro’, in May last, to make arrangements for, and 


» District Convention held in Golds- 





consult about a State Convention, there were few 
who anticipated great success at first; but feel- 
ing the importance of the movement, they resolv- 
ed to make an effort, and devolved mainly on the 
Superintendent of Common Schools tht work and 
management to be undertaken, 

We pledged a Convention of 50 respectable 
delegates : the méeting numbered 125 noble 
friends of the cause. 

Few, however, can appreciate the labors and 
the anxiety of the Superintendent before he saw 
the issue of the matter—and as the time ap- 





proached, he found it difficult to sleep or rest. 

It was not known, at the first meeting that 
any town would entertain the Convention free, 
and there was also a good deal of difficulty in re- 
gard to the time of holding this first Convention, 
in order to suit different schools and different in- 
terests, meetings, &e., &e! 

But all turned out beyond all hope or expecta- 
tion—and to God be all the glory! 

The Convention was a great success—it formed 
a permanent Educational Association for the 


— 
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State, and recommended affiliated or branch So- 


cieties in all the counties. Several counties have 


rward in the work; and before an- 


Te 7 _ ‘ 
aiready gone ict 


i@ association, a large number 





other mex Y 
of counties will be ready to send delegates. 
So speeds the good work! The friends of gen- 
eral education in North-Carolina, are now ina 
and we know that 


“sg May God direct 


fair way of working. together, 
“Tn unig there is st ength, 
these important movements to the good of the 
people and the glory of his name! 

It will be 


at the Educational ¢ 


seen that a Committee was appointed 
onvention to confer with the 
Superintendent of Common Schools, and with him 
to endeavor to devise ways and means of chang- 
) 


ing the Journal into a monthly publication. The 


cost w'll be very considerable; but the Commit- 


tee are disposed to believe they can succeed. 


The Superintendent, however, wishes it to be | 


distinctly understood, that the arrangements 
which he had made for suppl 


School officers, free of cost to them, are not to be 





g the Common 





disturbed; and if the Committee do succeed, as 
they hope, in raising means sufficient to defray a 
monthly publication, a purtion of every number 


C 


will be devoted exclusively to Common School 
interests, and a supply sent toall the officers, as 
at present, or else every fourth number will be 
edited with reference to Common Schools and so 
distributed, thus having a quarterly publication 
still sent out gratuitously to all the Schools, and 


te the officers. 


(=F? Tur Epiror owes an apology to the Chair- 


py) 


men of the Board of County Superintendents for 
not having sent out a sufficient number of copies 
of the first issue of this Journal to supply all the 
officers in their respective counties. 

We are not yet able to ascertain exactly the 
number of Common Schools in the State, from 
the fact that in some counties there are several 
schools in a district, while in others accurate re- 
turns have not been made. 

Three thousand five hundred copies of the first 


No. of the School Journal were printed, and of 


these several hundred had to be used for exchang- 
When, there- 


fore, a list was made out of the number to be sent 


es, and for general distribution, &e. 


to cach county, the nuinber of Schools in some 


being a matter of conjecture, and the estimate 


[ON 
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under the 


being intended to be over instead of 


mark, it was found that there would not bea 
full supply of the Journal, after taking out the 
copies to be otherwise used; and the deficiency 
was sealed among the counties according to the 
number of schools estimated to be in each. It 
was supposed that Chairmen, in many cases, 
would hardly sce Committces from all the dis- 
tricts before the next issue—-and that if they did, 


they would distribute among those most needing 
information, and most likely to receive it, while 
they would keep only one copy for the use of the 
Examining Committee, and one for the Board of 
Superintendents, 

A fall supply of this number, it is believed, has 
been sent out, and it is hoped that Chairmen will 
distribute, as rapidly as they can, according to the 


directions given in another place. 


COMMON SCHOOL TEACHERS—THE LAW, 
ND THE PRACTICE UNDER IT. 

As the subject of the examination of teachers 

] 


of Common Schools excifed much interest in the 


recent Educational Convention held in Salisbury, 
and as it is one of paramount importance, we 
; 


vive below extracts from the annual circulars of 


the Superintendent on this subject. To these ex- 


tracts we invite the special attention of all our 

readers. 

Introductory to these extracts from the Circu- 
lars of the Superintendent to the Committees of 
ixamination, we give a short one from one of the 
Annual Reports of that ofiicer, explaining the na- 
ture of the law in regard to teachers and the rea- 
sons for it :— 

From the Resort of the Superintendent of Common 
Scho ls of North-Carolina to the General Assembly of 
ls4—00. 

Our present position is briefly this: 
there is an opening for three thousand 
good Common School Teachers in the 
State, and there are hardly enough teach- 
ers of any kind to supply this demand, 
while the quality of the supply is much 
complained of. 

Thi i is ch absolut: NECCES ity tor SOME 
economical, practicable, and ‘syste matic 
Hort to produce an fier net “Corps of 
rered an till thi end is obtained. Here 


is one vital, tangible point through which 
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sean operate 5 the proposition cannot 


to th means, 
Normal Schools would not supply the 
demand, would cost immense sums, and 


would eduente a elass who would not be 
likely to seek employment in Common 
We have begun a system. the 


adapted to our circumstances 5 it Is 


YC Lan 
’ 

pest 
just beginning to assume torm and con- 
and ah 
very generally admitted by those having 
the best 


. } Pe | }° 4 
sisfeney, ‘enayv the vood cifects are 


opportunity to form correct opin- 


ions. ‘Teachers are required to be exam- 
ined by County Committees; and that 
there may be a Committee in each Coun- 
tv, the Chairman, a salaried Officer, is 
put at its head. ‘The certificates must be 
renewed every vear, and are good only 
in the County where issued; and by this 
Means a County witha low standard can- 
hot imp se its leentiates on Counties 
whet e standard is higher, while those 
who depreciate in morals and character 
during the vear can be eut off. 


17 at ye . ° 
lo add to the efficieney of this svstem, 


Thave caused graded certiticates to be 
used, that the rank of all havine license 
to teach may not be considered equal: 
and [have also furnished blanks by which 


the Chairman, with little trouble, can 
keep a record of the names and rank of 


all licensed. Examinations nav not al- 


ways test the capacity of Teachers ; but 
the tear of them, the desire to get high- 


er grades each year, and the conscious- 
ness that the honors and rank of each 
will be annnally sent to the General Su- 
)' rintendent, make every Teacher of the 
least spirit strive, during the year, to im- 
prove. They never forget the examina- 
tions; and their efiorts to improve them- 
selves will do more good than the efforts 
of .hose supported at Schools by means 
tha 


The machinery is beginning to be sen- 


t cost them nothing 


sibly felt, and of s iety-two Chairmen who 
have testified to me on the subject, one 
thinks the system not useful, two or three 
want to see if tried Jarther, and fifty- 
eight are unqualified in their approba- 
tion. 


and the only question is as 
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From the second annual letter of instructions and sug- 

gestions, by the Superintendent of Com. Schools, to 
the Committe appointed to exa ne and pass on the 
qualitications of those wishing to become Teachers of 
Common Schools. 


GrNTLEMEN: By reference to the laws 
in foree upon the subject of Common 
Schools in North-Carolina, (pamphlet of 
1853, p. 19, see. 4) you will see that it is 
made the duty of the Superintendent for 
the State to issne annually to the Com- 
mittees appointed to examine persons 
desiring to teach Common Schools, a 
Circular Letter of instructions and sug- 
gestions. My first letter of the kind, 
and the first in the history of oursystem 
tf District Schools, was dated on the 1st 
day of August, 1858; and it is hardly 
necessary for ie to say that while pre- 
paring it | was oppressed with a sense 
of the responsibilities and embarrass- 
ments of my position. IL had to advise 
fora wide field of operations, embracing 
many peculiarities—a field over which 
darkness had brooded, and trom which 
were heard many contradictory rumors 
and vague complaints. 

My letter, | am happy to say, gave 
more general satisfaction than [hada 
right to expect; and it affords me still 
more Pleasure to be able to bear com- 
plete testimony to the general efficiency 
and publie spirit of the Examining Com- 
inittees, and to the visible, salutary ef- 
fects of their action. 

Undoubtedly a new and brighter era 
has dawned upon the Common Schools 
of our State ; and as this is partly due to 
your exertions, high considerations of 
patriotism and of philanthropy, and an 
enlightened sense of self-interest call on 
you fora patient continuation of those 
efforts. 

Y our office has not been dignified with 
honorable titles and large salaries, but it 
is, nevertheless, one of great delicacy 
and responsibility, and intimately con- 
nected with the welfare of the whole 
community. As you are induced to act 
from a knowledge of’ this fact, L sincerely 
hope you will tind your expected reward 
in the advancement of general morality 
and intelligence, and that you will cou- 
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tinue to set an honorable example of de- 
votion to the public good. Such exam- 
ples are eminently becoming in the citi- 
zens of a free country, and such sacri- 
fices are demanded of all who appreciate 
the blessings of liberty and equal rights. 


SUGGESTIONS WITIT REGARD TO TITE QUALI- 
FICATIONS OF TEACHERS. 


Upon this subject IT bee to eall your 
special attention to the tollowing extracts 
from my first circular, viz :— 

“There has been considerable com- 
plaint of the want of competency and 
diligence in teachers : and there are a 
number of persons interested in the cause 
of education, who have advocated severe 
restrictions on the evrantine of licences 
to teach, and the establishment of a high 
standard of qualifications. 

“On the other hand, some are of opin- 
ion that the choice of instructors should 
be left to the people of each neighbor- 
hood, and no test required except that 
of local popularity. The opinions of 
each party run into an ergoneous ex- 
treme; and our proper guides in this 
matter are the original object ot the law 
establishing a system of Common Schools, 
and the actual condition of popular in- 
telligence in the State. 

“The first great end proposed, was to 
learn all the children of North-Carolina 
to read and write—to manage their own 
business aifairs, to read the history and 
constitution of the country and the word 
of God, ard to keep themselves acquaint- 
ed with the progress of events—accom- 
plishments very essential in all the free 
citizens of a free country. This object 
was predicated on the fact that very 
many of our people could not read, and 
on the supposition that such a condition 
of things retarded the progress of the 
State in jadicions improvements, tend- 
ed to produce injurious social inequali- 
ties, and was the fruitful source of want} 
and suffering. 

“The object has not yet been accom- 
plished; and until it is, and the standard | 
of popular intelligence is thereby elevat-| 


ed, it would be unwise, and in faet im- 
possible, to establish a very high stand- 
ard of mental acquirements in Teachers 
of Common Schools. Still there should 
be some standard, regulated with refer- 
ence to the actual wants of the country 3 
and it should be advanced with the in- 
creasing intelligence of the community, 
and be kept only so far abeve it as to be 
in a condition to sympathise with it and 
be useful in promoting it. 

“If we will always keep these consid- 
erations in view, We cannot mistake our 
duties in the premises; and upon these 
views our present laws in regard to teach- 
ers are founded. 

“Tn the first place, the popular will is 
represented in the District Committees 
selected by the people: these commit- 
tees choose the teachers, while, at the 
same time, they are limited in the ob- 
jects of their choice. 

* A County Committee of Examina- 


tion is appointed to pass on the merits of 


all teachers: and only those having the 
certificates of this committee are allowed 
to draw public moneys. That this com- 
mittee might act with a practical refer- 
ence to the wants of the country, I have 
prepared for it a form of certificate which 
has been approved by the President ana 
Directors of the Literary Fund, and 
which is to be exclusively used, 

“Tt allows a tolerably wide margin to 
the committee to discriminate as to the 
merits of teachers so as to suit all class- 
es; and from this method of granting 
licenses several good results are conti- 
dently anticipated. In the first place, it 
enables the committee, without doing 
apparent Injustice to superior merit, to 
grant certificates to those qualified only 
to teach new beginners and small chil- 
dren—a class of teachers needed in eve- 
ry county—at least there are neighbor- 
hoods in every county where no higher 
qualifications are required. 

* Second/y—tThese certificates will not 
deceive the community, as the rank of 
the teacher is designated, and the cer- 
tificate shows on its face whether the 


——— 





S NORTIL-€ 


holder takes the lowest, the highest, « 


, 
} position. 

* Third/y—Merit is thus rewarded and 
"exe rtions by nan ing 


ions in its favor: and 





} a ‘ ri ] : 
holders of ficati will be ought 
‘ 1 | 
after w hers are necde 


a aa ocut 
ful e@iulation 


a 
er 


: teachers; and as 
the certificates have to be annually re- 
newed, the whole community will see 
t 


whois proeressing, who is stationary, and 





si hit NOP TT! Ose lisas ing the lowest 
. . . . ] ad . 
never nnprovine With che m- 


creasing intelligence, will, atter a tau 


is P : ; 

* Such the existing state of things 

1 +] ‘ \ } <td it ifonn | “fle 

and the \ Ws on Vinici I Is lounded ¢ 
) 4 ] 


and in reeard to it, I wish to submit to 
the Examining Conunittees a few plain 


law, while if is as strict, per- 
is not 


haps, as it is judicious to make it, 

too harsh, and cannot possibly do in 1jUS- 
tice to those wishing to teach, if it is fair- 
ly administered. On this account, and 
because this part of our Common School 
Laws is ( t v1 r| iy orrance, / 4/ ust ine- 
sist f Ah a7) Ol" /, 

* Disobedience, allowed with impuni- 
ty, creates a contempt for the law—con- 
tempt for the law is followed by contempt 
for the whole system of Common Schools, 

* One teacher in a county having no 
certificate d nirages all the other teachi- 
ers, puts an end to honorable emulation, 


and is a prolific source of complaints, 
eriminations and contusio m. 5 is 

1] } + | } . 43) 
eenerally modest and diflident: but still 


there are few te ah vat worthy in encour- 
agement who will not be always ready to 


be fairly. tried by an honest and enlight- 





ened tribunal ° 

“2. Your own good sense and practi- 
eal acquaintance with the wants of the 
community. must be your guide in mak- 
ing examinations: if you are thus influ- 
enced, you wil t of course give too 
many certificates to those of the lowest 
grade, nor grant licenses to any who can- 


not read and write and teach the ele-| 
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mentary bi ranches of Arithmetic. These 
hould be able to teach ; but 
all are not required to teach Geography 
and Grammar, and those standing no ex- 
amination 01 studies, receive no 
numbers upon them. Lut while proper 
made tor want of 
yhere in 


br: ane ehes i Mes 
} 


the Cc 


allowanees are to be 
mental culture, and for the s] 
which it is to operace, NO allowance ean 
be made for the want of moral character. 
The office of Sx ce i] Teacher, however 
considered by some, is the next in hon- 
orand importance to that of Pastor; and 
an immoral, profligate or sensual man, it 
such a position, is a wolf among lambs, 
and sure to do misehiet, however watch- 
ed. It is our solemn duty to _ 
innocenee of the State agains 
| 


ut while so ae ting, 


rupting influences ; | 
we should also be eareful not to give 
countenance to sectarian prejudices in 
iti ous dle lonwuna- 
tions, but tolerate alike all whenel cnowl- 
lee * » being of a God, the truth of 
: 


the sbiles 
thority of the Old and New 


opposition to other re 
il 


Ct 
stian religion, or the Divine an- 


1 ” 
fesiaent, 


and do not Mold “religious principles in- 
compatible with the treedom or safety of 


é 99 
the State. 


“5. [ wonk suggest to yon to encour- 
‘Mmanently 


1 thus be 


nee vood teachers to heal 
in neighborhoods, as they ¢ 
¥ fostering ra 
ir sala- 
by private sub- 


more useful in creating an 
spirit of edueation, can have the 
ries, in time, increased i 
se rip tions, and ean also, in other 

tion more apcgecne by 
sultivating ine or carrying on, or hay- 
eurried on, other industrial or com- 
mercial occupations. 

“fT hope you will also always recom- 
mend to teachers to hold publie exami- 
nations, whieh, when well conducted, 
have a powerful eifect in creating among 
children a desire to attend school, while 
they also give importance o the school, 


respects, 
make their voc: 
( 
ing 


‘ 


and to some extent test the ec: apac ity of 


the teacher. 

*\ public examination, with speeches, 
dialognes, badges, proces: lons, W¢., &e., 
will operate ‘favor ably for education 
when persuasion will not; they enlist 
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the hearts of the children who will add{ by all ranks and classes—but from her 
their importunities to the advice of| very infancy pushed into rude contact 
teachers to engage parents to send to} with the world, it being necessary for 
school. her own existence or that of her parents, 

“4, Encourage as much as possible! that she be hired out to wages. What 
the very poor, and especially poor fe-'is the hope before her? In the factories 
males, to become teachers. ishe may make four to six dollars per 

“We cannot expect men to teach!month, and may preserve her character, 
Common Schools for $15 per month, if,| though inhaling a noisome atmosphere ; 
by an expensive education, family influ-j| in the fields she may earn three dollars 
ence, &c., they are in a situation to ap-! yer month and live on to old age, with 
ply themselves more profitably to other|a temper soured by unnatural employ- 

sallings. ments, with a disposition unfitted for the 

“There is, however, a class, a numer-| important duties of housekeeper, and 
ous class, who are hired out to field la-! with chronie diseases to embitter her ex- 
bor, and many of these, if properly|istence. Or such a one may, for board 
awakened, could become excellent teach-| and coarse clothes, go into domestic ser- 
ers, and make more than twice as much) vicee—follow those labors becoming the 
as by their present occupations. If in-| modesty and delicacy of her nature, but 
duced to go to school, to attend the free|in a state of hopeless dependence, and 
schools till they are able to teach new!subject to the whims and caprices of a 
beginners, they could then get a certifi-| mistress. 
cate ; with the proceeds of a few schools} “There is another road open to such 
they could go to higher schools, &e.,)a one, leading from want and social in- 
&e., and soon become thriving men,/|feriority, to independence, to respect, 
making the best teachers, the best citi-|and to usefulness and happiness—and it 
zens, and the most enterprising members| lies through our Common Schools. 
of society, with their eyes always steadily} ‘Set such an example in one neigh- 
upwards. Thousands of such teachers} borhood—the example of a girl, without 
could be made by a little friendly advice| any help trom others except good advice, 
and care on the part of their more fortu-| rising from the lowest social depths, be- 
nate neighbors; and one young manthus|}coming an ornament to society, com- 
rescued from an unhappy lot and started manding comparatively high wages for 
on an upward course, honorable and pro-j ladylike employment, living or 
fita»le to himself, and useful to the pub-| ently or forming high matrimonial alli- 
lic, will create a spirit of education in| ances, and there is accomplished a great 
the right place, will open the eyes of| revolution in that whole region of coun- 
the blind, shew ignorant people what can | try. 
be made by education, thus making a cir-| “TIow many destitute girls have we 
cle in the waters which will continue to|in North-Carolina that could thus be 
widen to an indefinite extent. ‘honorably employed ! 

“ But a helpless female, who cannot} “And females, for certain classes, 
push her fortune in the world, and yet| make the best teachers; they are more 
is born dependent on the labor of her} patient, more easily win the affections of 
own hands, when started on such a ca-| the young, and are more likely to mould 
reer, fairly electrifies surrounding ignor-|to virtuous and refined sentiments the 
ance and prejudice, and is a standing| plastic nature of childhood.” 
miracle performed by.means of ourCom-| I wish to be understood as repeating 
mon Schools. Imagine a girl—you can|these suggestions and instructions with 
see them in your own neighborhood—a| this distinet understanding, to wit: 
girl with natural sensibilities and capa-|Tuar THE STANDARD OF QUALIFICATIONS 
bilities, for heart and mind are inherited! 1s ro BE GRADUALLY ELEVATED EVERY YEAR. 
2 
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In all eases where the former commit- 
tees continue to act, it will be easy to 
ascertain if the standard is advancing ; 
and where new committees have been 
appointed, there is one simple rule to be 
pbserved. As a general thing, unless 
the committees have peculiar and good 
reasons for an opposite course, let no cer- 
tificate, having on it only the lowest 
numbers, be renewed with the same 
numbers; in other words, do not grant 
new licenses to those who were barely 
qualified in the lowest degree, and who, 
after a year’s trial, have not improved. 
Of course, there will be necessary ex- 


ceptions, regulated by the condition of 


things in each county, with reference to 
the supply and demand for teachers, the 


state of intelligence, «&e., &e. and of 


these things you are the best judges. 
Of this rule no Teacher can justly 
complain; on the contrary, a majority 
will now feel that it is of advantage to 
them, while ¢z the end, all who are wor- 
thy to teach, having been stimulated to 
a continual progress, will feel grateful to 


that system of things which has devel-' 


oped their energies and helped to push 
them on to honorable achievements. 
The evils caused by the use of bad 


books, by frequent changes, and by the! 


use of great varieties of text books in 
each school, have been severely felt and 
loudly complained of. 

Students cannot be arranged in classes, 
and without such an arrangement no 
large school can be successfully taught, 
expenses are accumulated by continual 


changes in some places, and in others} 


books of a very inferior kind are used. 
Every experienced teacher well knows 


that the subject of text books is one of 
great importance, and in every college, | 


academy and select school, the protes- 
sors and teachers enforce the most rigid 
rules on this subject, allowing no pupil 
to violate these rules on any pretence. 
And as we have no publishing house 
here to electioneer for their various pro- 
duetions, everybody, booksellers, book- 
buyers, teachers and students are alike 
interested in having one uniform series. 


Publishers will sell cheaper when large 
numbers of the same book are used, mer- 
chants and booksellers here will charge 
a sinaller per cent. of profit, knowing 
there will be more certainty in getting 
off their stock on hand, and while the 
parent and pupil are saved expense in 
this way, they will also have to buy fewer 
books when changes become less frequent. 

In view of these and other considera- 
tions, the Boards of Superintendents in 
several counties have seriously enter- 
tained the idea of applying a portion of 
the school moneys to the purchase of 
books for all the schools in their respect- 
ive counties; and as the head of the 
Common School system [ have been re- 
peatedly and urgently called on to inter- 
tere. 

I, therefore, have felt bound to make 
a recommendation, and knowing the 
vast influence exercised on our lives by 
the sources of our earliest information, I 
have looked with an anxious interest to 
the wefare and honor of North Carolina 
in this matter. 

[I have, heretofore, mentioned my rea- 
‘sons for preparing an appendix to the 
Geography to be used, a work which 
has been delayed by my other engage- 
ments, and by the delay in getting sta- 
tistics from the last census. My contri- 
butions, however, were sent on five or 
six months ago, and the work is now 
about ready for delivery. It will con- 
tain a new map of North-Carolina, with 
all the counties, railroad routes, &e., pre- 
pared with much care, and as well by its 
general accuracy as by its special atten- 
jtion to the interests of North-Carolina, 
| will merit and ought to receive universal 
| patronage in all ovr schools. 

I have had it much at heart to have 
| prepared a good series of Vorth-Carolina 
| Leaders ; and before my election to the 
joftice which I now fill, 1 undertook such 
!a work, and published the most import- 
‘ant number, and the only one intended 
'to be of local interest. Determined to 
imake no profits out of any school-book 
‘used during my term of office, I have, as I 
could get a little leisure, been negotiat- 











NORTU-C AR tOLIN A COMMON SC HOOL JOURNAL, 11 


ing for this object, viz. : To eet some 
competent person to take my work at 
cost of materials, on condition that he 
would revise it, sell cheap, and com- 
plete the series. The arrangements on 
this subject are now concluded, and J 
have the pleasure to announce that Pro- 
fessor Hvsnarn, of the University, author 
of the Life of Gen. Davie, and a chaste 
and elegant writer, has undertaken the 


task. The whole series will consist of 


only three numbers, and only one of the 
numbers wil! be of me rely local interest. 
It will be published by A. S. Barnes & 
Co., No. 51 John street, New York; 
and will be got up as soon as it ean be 
properly done. Its advantages will be 
these: 1. One number will contain a 
: uniliar history and deseri iption of North- 

Carolina, with selections from the pro- 
duetions of our own eminent authors and 
writers, and a work of this sort has long 
been needed, and is urgently called for 
by public sentiment. 2. It will be a 
Southern and North-Carolina Book, 
thereby teaching our children self-de- 
pendence, and ; showing that industry and 
mind are not confined to one end of the 
Union. 3. It will be an improvement 
on all the modern works of the sort, in 
these particulars : _ will be more simple 
in its APPA nent and less hurd: ned 
with a multiplicity OF pul s which chil- 
dren cannot learn or understand ¢ Ve WILL 
CONSIST OF FEWER NUMBERS OR VOLUMES, 
AND BE CHEAPER; the contents of thi pre 
MAPY pw jah: PS will ly of a ly tte? charae- 
te7, and without ber iy 700 dr YY or "fa 


Sound, contain less 6], thy tal}? than 


4 


1108 of the works of this sort. It must 
be admitted that most of the selections 
in works of this kind are too childish, 
even for children; and if the style of th 
text is not good, no number of rules will 
create in the student a correct and ele- 
gant taste In composition. 


third annual letter of instrnetions and sug- 
of the Sup. of Com. Schools, to the Commit- 
ointed to examine and pass on the qualifica- 





GrENtLeMEN: You will easily under- 


of those wishing to become Teachers of Com- 


atin the cause of the delay i in the ap- 
pearance of this letter, which ought to 
have been sent out at the first of the 
year. The Legislature, which has just 
finished its arduous labors, was then in 
session; and as our whole system of 
laws had to be re-enacted and revised 
for the new Revised Code, it would have 
been improper to undertake to say offi- 
cially, what the law would require, un- 
til or before the close of the Assembly. 

It made a few alterations in the School 
laws, of which I have given notice to 
the Chairmen of the Boards of County 
Superintendents in a letter; and I re- 
eret that it was not my fortune to have 
to give notice of some other additions 
which I had much at heart. 

I was especially anxious that Com- 
mittees of Examination should be al- 
lowed their expenses while engaged in 
their important public duties—and I 
suppose that $1 50 per day to each mem- 
ber would have been suflicient. Any 
reasonable sum, which will insure good 
Committees, is money well spent.— 
Turse Commirrers ARE our NorMAL 
Scnoors, and the cost which I proposed 
would have been less, a thousand per 
cent. less, than the cost of any other sys- 
tem for the training of good Teachers. 

The appropriation for their benefit 
was not retused, on the ground that 
these Committees are not needed; on 
the contrary, the sense of the late very 
intelligent Assembly was tested on this 
point, and I believe the members were 
almost entirely unanimous in opinion as 
to the importance and wisdom of the 
law in its provisions as to the mode of 
granting licenses to teach. And I may 
also state, that the words “ Chairmen 
nay refuse payment ” &e., to those not 
having legal cortifica ates, have been al- 
tered to a phraseology more positive ¢ and 


‘absolute. 


But the Schoel laws were acted on 


‘when members were engaged in ardu- 


ous labors—many appropriations had to 
be made—the whole statute law of the 
State had to be revised and re-enacted— 
while it was also considered wise, by ju- 
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dicious men, not to undertake many im- 
portant alterations at present in the 
School Laws, for fear injury might be 
done to all, &c., Ke. 

I believe your conduct was appreci- 
ated by the Assembly; your importance 
was fully and honorably acknowledged : 
while you may rest assured that in me 
you have an unwavering advocate. In 
time your expenses will be paid, and fu- 
el and stationery furnished; and thus 
you will feel more at liberty to give four 
or five days in the year to the service of 
your country. There should be no pay 


but expenses, and these should be a//! 
paid: to give more, might cause the 


place to be sought after by those not so 
well qualified to fill it. 

[ sincerely hope you will continue to 
act—and that a foundation so happily 
laid will not be neglected. Considering 
the former unpromising aspect of things, 
as regards Teachers, it is surprising what 
has been done in two years 


* «¢ 
s « 


More than nineteen-twentieths of 
Chairmen bear favorable testimony to 
the good results flowing from the judi- 
cious action of Committees of Examina- 
tion; and I now the fact, that in many 
places Common Schools have been made 
more respectable in the eyes of the com-| 
munity, while educated and leading cit- 
izens are taking more and more interest | 
in them. 

One fact speaks volumes: When I 
first came into office, the best Teachers 
were those who had not been educated 
under the auspices of the Common 
Schools—Vow, by the effect of annual 
examinations, and graded certificates, in! 
two short years, 1 know of Teachers, 
springing from the Common Schools, 
who are the most hopeful laborers in this 
department. Already, in numerous in-, 
stances, Teachers of humble means,| 
sprung from the ranks of the Common | 
Schools, are taking the front position in | 
qualifications and aptitude for their call-| 
ing, and they are not only getting before 
in attainments, but they manifest more | 


} 


ind I con-} 
gratulate you, and every friend of the | 
cause, on the prospeet now before us. } 
the! 
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hopeful signs in other important respects. 
They know better, what they have learn- 
ed by themselves, under the stimulus of 
annual examinations, than those whose 
education came easier—they are more 
ambitious still to improve, than those who 
rely on College diplomas as evidence that 
they are entirely finished scholars ; and 
they are more careful of their morals, 
feeling that they have nothing to hold 
them up but their own conduct. They 
will also be better acquainted with the 
wants and condition of the masses of the 
people—they will naturally be more self- 
reliant, more enterprising, and more at- 
tached to the Common Schools, 

The examination itself may not furnish 
ifull evidence of what any one knows; 
ibut the fact that there is to be an annu- 
lal, close examination, and graded certif- 
icates issued, will act as a perpetual stim- 
ulus to every mind that has the least re- 
‘spect for itself, or for the opinions of the 
world. 

We might naturally infer this: and Z 
know it Srom ohse pration, and have SCC? 
7: ache rs studying th: Ye ar round, more 
Lilie atly than the ir scholars. And I 
have seen two youths, of good morals, 
and of nearly equal capacities, and in the 
sane Vicinity, begin a career, a few years 
ago, as Teachers. One having been sent 
to school a good deal, was easy about the 
first examination, and got a certificate 
with flattering numbers. The other 
worked hard, and after a searching ex- 
amination, received a certificate indicat- 
ing arespectable rank. At the lest ex- 
amination, this year, the recipient of acad- 
emic favors rather fell behind the first 
examination—-the self-trained Teacher 
had struggled up, ahead of the other in 


*¢ 
se 


« 
< 


all respects, and nearly to No. 1 on all 


studies. 

The case is fairly put, excepting only 
that the self-taught Teacher had move 
work to do, and more dome stic CUreES than 
the other: and this case is but one of 
many. 

There is no question but that Teach- 
ers springing from the ranks of the Com- 
mon Schools, can wider our present sys- 
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tem * Mi nile the ‘ook Teac rp ona the| 
most useful citizens; they appreciate 
better what they get; they are not in- 
clined to become stationary at some giv- 
en point, like graduates who are endors- 
ed tor by diplomas ; and they are all the 
time subjected to the wholesome influ- 
ence and discipline of farms, of work- 
shops, of counting houses, of family 
cares and domestic duties, thus ever kept 
in sight of those trials and labors which 
are the common inheritance. Reason 
and facts alike bear out the assertion ; 
and the same reasoning and the same 
facts teach us that the safest place to ed- 
uecate our children also, as well as our 
Teachers, is under the eye of the parent, 
under the sacred influences of the fami- 
ly circle, 
of our parents and fellow-men, and which 
the children must also learn to respect 
and to follow up, we would have a 
nation of 
tians. 

In every sense, then, your position is 
an extremely important and responsible 
one—you are the teachers of the Teach- 
ers of the children of the country—the 
instructors of those who are to teach the 
schools on which depend the patriotism, 
the public spirit, the success and welfare 
of the State. 

The brief experiment of the past fur- 
nishes the greatest encouragement for 
future exertion; and if the personal 
emolument to you is not tempting, how 
great the reward to you as citizens, 
statesmen and Christians! In every 
County there are not five only, but doz- 
ens of men, clergymen, philanthropists, 
public spirited citizens who would de- 
vote four days very cheerfully to the 
public good ; and here is a most inviting 
tield for their exertions! 

As to the method and matter of ex- 
aminations, I hope my former sugges- 
tions will be borne in mind—and that 
while the manner of conducting business 
in your tribunal and the 7 sult will both 
demons trate its hindne SS and impartial- 
ity, they will also furnish equal evidence 
of firmness, and fired rues and purposes. 


in view of the toils and labors! 


honest men and good Chris- 


N& SCHOOL JOURNAL. 


13 


The lawgivers of the State he ave sustain- 
‘ed our course by a most flattering decis- 
ion: let us continue on the same career, 

and govern ourselves by fixed pri ineiples 
of justice, charity and unbending mor- 

ality. Permit me to repeat the result of 
those prine iples in a few suggestions em- 
bodied in the shape of rules for perpet- 
ual reference. 

Let it be 

diule 1. To receive all applicants kind- 
ly—so to conduct the examination as to 
giv e them a fair opportunity of showing 
their attainments. 

To EXAMINE NONE as to mental qual- 
wens until satisfuctory evidence ts 
given of good moral character during the 
year preceeding the eramination. 

3. To have constant reference to the 
wants of the community, in granting cer- 
tificates with low grades,fand grant as 
few of them as the circumstances will 
permit. 

Two candidates of good character, 
presenting themselves for the first time 
—and to those so afflicted as not to be 
able to follow any other calling for a liv- 
ing, grant the greatest number of the 
lowest certificates—that is, among a giv- 
en number, badly qualified, if any are to 
be licensed, and all are equally inditfer- 
ent in scholarship, give the preference to 
these over those who have been on trial, 
are able to work, &c., and have not im- 
proved, 

Require each candidate to present 
his or her last certificate—and if the 
numbers are all jives, or very low, and 
no improvement this year, refuse a cer- 
tificate, unless under special cireumstan- 
ces, or for public reasons. 

In granting certificates to those pre- 
senting old ones, make a memorandum 
on the new certificate, something as fol- 
lows: * One, two, no higher,” (as the 
case may be,) or *Same No. on 
‘as in the year 18—.” So distinguish 
those who have fallen, &c., &e. This 
will make each certificate show, on its 
face, to the public, not only the rank of 
the Teacher, but also whether he is ad- 
vancing, standing still, or going back, 
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and it will act as a powe rful sili 
In giving notice of the times and places 


of examination, request all Teachers to} 


— their certificates, &e., Ke. 

To each one, when the certificate is 
ar to him or her, say that the cer- 
tificate must be exhibited at the next ex- 
amination, and that the next certificate 
will refer to the numbers on the present, 
we, XC. 

S. Elevate the standard continually, 
and with a prudent reference to the wants 
and condition of the community, the 
supply of candidates, &ec., &e. 

Y. NEVER PERMIT ANY AMOUNT OF MEN- 
TAL QUALIFICATIONS TO ATONE FOR WANT 


OF wintinip dchable INTEGRITY AND MORAL 


cnuaracreEr; and while you do not pre-| 


tend to decide on questions of faith and 
doctrine, beware of atheists and pg 
whose morality, to say the least of it, is 
built on a sandy foundation, a pe 
likely to resist a storm of temptation. 
The ereat characteristic of the age ts le 
an overweening confidence in man, and 
in human means for the accomplishment 
of everything de sirable : and the more 
we are blessed by Providence, the more 
prone we are to forget God, and to en- 
throne in Ilis place the idols of our own 
creation. Let us be careful to seek light 
from the Sun of the Universe—be ¢are- 
ful that our mental activity, in its athe- 
istical tend ncies, be not the forerunner 


of such moral darkness, such reigns of 


terror as have been inaugurated by the 
infidel philosophers of France. |The 
worst and most hopele ss feature of any 
society is a false civilization; it will in- 
evitably lead to social and political de- 
pray ity, while the mere education of the 
mind, on principles which do not recog- 
nize God as He has revealed Himself to 
us, as the Author of all things, and the 
Sovereign to whom the allegiance of ev- 
ery heart is due, will only increase the 
evils of such a state. 

The Ileart and Mind must be edueat- 
ed together—and the more we learn, the 
more should we honor and reverence the 
Infinite Mind. 
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From the Fe marth An ‘Lett vr of Iestructions and 


iwgestions by the Superintendent of Common Schools 


ol North- Carolina, to the Commiitees appointed to ex- 

nine and pass on the qualifications of Teachers of 

C mmonSchools. | 

GENTLEMEN: As your term of office, 
under the provisions of the Act of the 
last Legislature, begins now on the third 
Monday in April, this letter has been 
delayed beyond the usual time, on this 
account. 

It is desirable that this letter should 
reach the new Cominittees; and I may 
be permitted to express the hope that 
each - mber in every county will keep 
& copy by him, and will av ail himself of 
all suitable opportunities of exhibiting it 
to Teachers, District Committees, and 
others interested in the success of our 
—— Schools. 

\s I have often said, gentlemen, you 
are an important, an indispensable part 
—— machinery of our systam; and I 

Luin most respect fully urge on you, by 

ve ry consideration of pat riotism, to ac- 
cept ‘the position assigned to you, to bear 
trials with as much p vatience as possi- 

ble, and to discharge with zeal and dis- 
cretion its re sponsible duties. 

We cannot dispense with your ser- 
vices, and if you will look back to the 
history of the past you will find much to 
encourage you. 


The contrast between the state of 


things now and five years ago is truly 
surprising. . . 
‘Then there were nof, perhaps, two 
hundred teachers in all the State who 
held certificates of character and qualiti- 
cations trom Examining Committees; 
and the few certiticates given were good 
in every county, and for an indefinite 
period, whatever changes migut occur 
in the character of the Teacher or in the 
condition of public intelligence. Wow 
there are two thousand teache rs under the 


Spur of annual eraminations, and of 


these a considerab le proportion are con- 
tinually improving, while some of the 
old incorrigible nuisances are each year 
cut off, and their connection with our 
educational system severed forever. 
These are great tacts—thev show that 

















while we are getting wry of bad mi aterial, 
we are sup plyi ing its place with that 
which is better, while of those who still 
continue to teach, an important number 
are Improving. 

And here excuse me for suggesting 
that we are not perfect, and that we 
never will be so; and that however fa- 
vorably you may be impressed by the 
examination of a teacher this year, it is 
no reason why you should neglect to ex- 
amine him next year. 

It is right to be predisposed in favor 
of those who have stood high heretofore, 
but ever remember that while the 
Teacher may depreciate in morals and 
in intelligence, and thus lose his relative 
position, ‘he may also lose it by the in- 
creasing knowledge of the community. 
A high standard of qualifications five 
years ago is not a high standard now ; 
and therefore let me urge on you the 
importance of granting no certificates 
without actual examinations. These ex- 
aminations are not a thorough test, but 
they are a spur to candidates, and cause 


many of them to be constantly endeay-| 


oring to improve, and that is the great 
point. 

As I have heretofore suggested, you 
must keep constantly in view the state 
of general intelligence where the teacher 
expects to labor; and while, where ap- 
plics mits are young, and show a disposi- 
- to improve, and where a high grade 

of scholarship is not needed in the teach- 


er, you can make allowances for want of 


mental culture, and put those indiffer- 
ently qualified in this respect on trial, 


i Schools, and all its 


no compromises are to be made in regard | 
lers, through Which good ex: _— could 


to morals. 

I solemnly invoke your most serious 
attention to this point; and my constant 
advice is to have no hesitation in per- 
emptorily refusing license to all who do 
not prove a good moral character. 
no allowances in this matter; remember 
that a great responsibility rests on you 
in this particular. 

An extra number of my last Annual 


‘be held up to the view « 


Make | 


} 


Report having been printed, I take plea- | 
sure in being able tosend a copy to each’ ber of the Common School Journal, 
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one of you; and T call your special at- 
tention to Appr ndiw A, pages 47 to 54, 
inclusive. You will see that I am in fa- 
vor of having your expenses p aid while 
engaged in the service of the State, and 
that it is my determination to continue 
to urge the matter on the attention of 
the Legislature, knowing it to be true 
economy as well as ajust and true policy. 

You will also observe that I have re- 
commended, and shall continue to re- 
commend, as a farther means of improve- 
ment of teachers, the formation of Libra- 
vy Associatious® in each county ; and as 
the plan is sketched out in my report, I 
need only to allude to it here. I will 
only add, that the more I reflect on this, 
and observe of the course of things in 
other States where they have good sys- 
tems of Common Schools, the more firm- 
ly am I eonvineed of the lnportance of 
this plan; and I would be pleased to re- 
ceive suggestions from you on this sub- 


ject, and would also be glad to lay your 


views betore the Legislature. 

I have long felt the want of a direct 
medium of communication between my- 
self as head of the system of Common 
parts. The State, of 
course, prints and distributes all oflicial 
communications and documents made in 
accordance with the requirements of 
law; but I have supposed that I could 
often send out useful facts, statisties and 
suggestions, if I had the means of bring- 
ing them to the attention of those inter- 
ested. Besides, there ought to be a me- 
dium through which teac hers and friends 
of education could bring their views and 
experience to bear on the minds of oth- 


all, and by 
which all the current facts s? our system 
could be brought to the attention of all 
its officers and friends. 

As you are well aware, it is hard to 
reach all the District Committees with 
advice, or suggestions, or facts: and the 
importance of an them in this way 








* The plan for these was given in the last num- 
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alladmit. There are over 3,000 Dis- 
tricts; how can we convey stimulants to | 
all the Committees of these ? | 

For a long time I have been revolving | 
plans by which to start and sustain a pe- | 
riodical to be sent free to all the Dis- 
tricts, and to all the Committees of Ex- 
amination and County Superintendents ; 
and some have deemed the objeet of suf- 
ficient importance to look to the State 
for aid. I thought, however, that it 
would be a dangerous subject for the | 
State to touch; for, while this periodical, | 
so conducted, could be made a great 
means of good, it was also liable to abuse 
and perversion. 

Without going into the details of my 
efforts and plans, [ willsimply announce 
to you the gratifying fact that I have 
been enabled to complete arrangements 
for the publication of a quarterly Maga- 
zine, of thirty-two pages of reading mat- | 
ter, and that thirty-five hundred copies 
will be sent out, free of charge, to the 
officers of the system. A copy will be 
sent to the Chairman of the Board of Su- | 
perintendents of Common Schools of 
every county, for each District Commit- 
tee, and one for each member of the 
Board of Superintendents, and for each 
member of the Committee of Examina- 
tion; andthe first number will be issued | 
just as soon as I can get time to prepare 
the contents. 

I take great pleasure in being able to 
make this announcement, and I hope 
that in time the guarterly will be changed 
into a monthly Journal, and that our best 
Teachers and the friends of general edu- | 
vation will contribute useful matter for 
its columns. It will be devoted exclu-| 
sively to the cause of general education, 
and especially of Common Schools in 
North Carolina. 

There will be no cost but the postage, 
and I have no hesitation in advising the 
Chairman of each county to pay this| 
from the school fund, as it will amount} 


to very little while it will be spent tothe 
best advantage. 
Communications, facts and suggestions 





‘our peculiar wants. 
complete series of North-Carolina Read- 
‘ers, all in print, cheap, and highly com- 


are respectfully solicited from members 
of Examining Committees. 

In regard to the Text Books to be used 
in our Schools, I sincerely hope that you 
will use your influence with teachers, 
and with booksellers and merchants in 
such a way as to promote the obvious in- 
terests of the Schools. Hvenomy, State 
pride and State int rest, and sweeess in 
teaching, all demand that exertions 
should be made to have universally in- 
troduced the books recommended. 

It is impossible to teach well a large 
School, unless the children can be classi- 
fied; and it is, of course, impossible to 
put them in classes when they do not 
use the same books. Besides, when the 
books recommended by the Superintend- 
ent are used, there is no danger of 
change, and thus economy is insured ; 


‘and besides all this, many of the books 


recommended are specially adapted to 
We have now a 


mended by our leading citizens ; a stand- 
ard Geography, with a new and full map 
of the State, and an appendix concern- 
ing our State, and a series of copy-plates, 
with a synopsis of our Common School 
Laws, &c., on the cover. 

I have been impressed with the fact 
that copy-plates are much needed in our 
Schools; many of our best teachers are 
young persons who have not had sufli- 
cient practice. to learn to write well, an 
art generally acquired only by long 
effort. I, therefore, determined to urge 
the general use of copy-plates, and it oc- 
curred to me also, that a double object 
could be effected by their introduction. 
I thought the cover could be made a ve- 
hicle for disseminating « knowledge of 
our School Laws; and I applied to the 
publishers of a popular series of copy- 
plates, and was able to make a contract 
with them by which we can be greatly 
benefitted. They will fill the covers as 
[ direct, without any additional charge, 


. 
, 


land the series thus commended is, be- 


sides, I believe, the cheapest in use. 
It is time for our system to begin to 

















furnish means of a more complete edu- 
eation; and already, in a number of Dis- 
tricts, Teachers and people are prepared 
for a higher grade of schools and a broad- 
er range of studies. In fact, certain 
branches, formerly studied only by those 


who desired what was called a liveral| 
education, are now considered as indis-; 


pensable as Grammar and Geography, 


and those who do not acquire any knowl, 


edge of them will tind themselves sadly 
deficient when they enter into competi- 
tion, on the stage of action, with those 
edueated elsewhere. Among these now 


elementary studies are those of Tlistory, | 


Book-kveping ad Natural Philosophy, 
or some of the more general and simple 
applications of science to the arts of life. 
Ilereafter I shall have certificates for 
Teachers issued with some of these 
branches on the list of studies to be ex- 
amined on; and while, of course, it is 
not essential for a Teacher to be a pro- 
ficient in them in order to get license to 
teach, Ido sincerely hope that their at- 
tention will be continuaily called to these 
things by the Examining Committees. 


I especially recommend Book-keeping| 
History—and I would; 


and American 
also recommend the introduction of sim- 
ple and cheap apparatus for the illustra- 
tion of studies taught—and particularly 
of Mental Arithmetic, a subject very im- 
portant and too much neglected. Ihave 
taken much pains to find a set adapted 
to our use, and I am happy te say [ have 
succeeded, there being a set, costing 
only $20, made by the Holbrook School 
Apparatus Manufacturing Company of 
Hartford, Connecticut, aaswering exact- 
ly to my desires. But on this subject I 
will, it spared, issue a special circular. 
Upon the subject of Dictionaries I 
would remark that, as it is coming time 
to build up School Libraries, &e., the 
Unabridged Dictionary of Noah Web- 
ster, revised and enlarged by Dr. Good- 
rich, should be among the first standard | 
literary works bought. | 


It is invaluable to the scholar, and to| 
all who wish to become good scholars, it} our benefit from them. 


9 
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is the most important work on the Eng- 
lish Language now extant. 

As good primary works, I have here- 
tofore reeommended Worecester’s School 
Dictionaries, which are well prepared ; 

| but I find that Webster’s smaller works 
of the kind are much more extensively 
used, while his Spelling Book is on my 
list of works recommended, and his Un- 
abridged Dictionary is also my prefer- 
ence among the higher works of this 
kind. Besides, since I first made my 
recommendation, a new and more con- 
venient abridgment of Webster’s large 
work, called the High-School and Pro- 
nouncing Dictionary, more full than the 
Primary, and less, and more convenient 
than the University Dictionary, has made 
its appearance; and hence, there is not 
now the necessity for recommending a 
work not so well known to our people as 
are those of Noah Webster. 

Dictionaries are not class books ; and 
therefore, for reasons given above, and 
as it seems to be most convenient to our 
people, I recommend Webster’s Diction- 
aries, at the same time remarking that 
Worcester’s can be used where most con- 
venient. The High School Dictionary I 
prefer for the schools. The list of books 
recommended is here given, and for con- 
venience divided into two classes—the 
Elementary Series embracing the works 
on studies heretofore generally pursued 
—and the works for more advanced class- 
es, those now recommended and urged, 

The ILouses which publish these works 
have high, national characters ; they are 
not connected with the sectional agita- 
tions that are now having such pernicious 
influence, and they have manifested the 

most enlightened and liberal kind of en- 
terprise, by trying to promote their in- 
terests in a way to benefit us. For their 
agents I bespeak the kind attentions of 
our people—and may add that, in recom- 
mending books, I have carefully consult- 
ed the best interests of our own people, 
and instead of seeking to enrich publish- 
hers, have obtained liberal sacrifices for 
I can, therefore, 
cheerfully recommend them to the pat- 
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ronage of our citizens, as well as to their! 


confidence ; and, as an instance of the 
importance of carrying out, in the selec- 
tion of books, the suggestions of those 
who have given anxious attention to the 
whole subject, I may mention that I 
knew a merchant of our State recently to 
purchase Readers which contain an ar- 
ticle strongly reflecting on the South, and 
are published by bitter and bigoted abo- 
litionists. I am not blaming the mer- 
chant: he only knew the books were us- 
ed in his section, and doubtless had little 
acquaintance with their contents, or with 
the character of publishers, matters to 
which I have given special attention. 

The books recommended, are, 

ELEMENTARY COURSE. 
Wessrer’s Sretiinc Book, 
Wessrer’s or Worcrster’s Scnoon Dic- 

TION ARIES, 
Davie’s Arrrumeric, (2 irst Lessons—In- 

telleetual & School Arithmetic.) 
Buruton’s Encrisu Grammar, 
Mownrerrn’s Yourn’s Manvar or GrEoGra- 

ruy—Also Lirst Lessons, 

Mirenecs’s [xrermeptare Grograruy— 
North-Carolina Lidition, 

Ww Eastm AN’S Cory-B« OKS—H(3 
Nos. only)— North-Carolina kidi- 
tion, 
Norru-Carouna Reapers 

and 3, 
ADVANCED COURSE. 
Parker’s First Lessons 1x Pirtosopuy— 

Parker’s Scnoot Piuttosopuy—F uiton 

& Eastman on Book Kereprnc—Mc- 

Natiy’s Scnoor Grocraruy—WI13- 

ARD’s Scnoot Ilisrory or tur Unrrep 

Srares—Davie’s Unrversrry Arrrume- 

tic—Wenstrer’s Dictionary, Unéversi- 

ty Edition. 

The North-Carolina Readers are pub- 


Funron 


Nos. 1, 2, 





lished by A. S. Barnes & Co. No. 51,: 


John St., N. York, as is also the special 
edition of the Copy-Books recommended, 
as well as several other of the above 
works ; but while these publishers will be 
found ever ready to furnish facilities to 
Teachers and Pupils here, all the works 
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any of the 


recommended may be had of 
booksellers and publishers. 

In conclusion, permit me to repeat, 
for your guidance in examining persons 
wishing to teach, a few suggestions em- 
bodied in the form of rules, in my last 
annual letter to you. 

Rule 1. To receive all applicants kind- 
ly—so to conduct the examination as to 
give them a fair opportunity of showing 
their attainments. 

2. To EXAMINE NONE as to mental qual- 
itications, wat! satisfactory evidence +8 
gine n of good moral character during the 
ye ar Prece ding thi ‘ ramination. : 

3. To have constant reference to the 
wants of the community, in granting cer- 


ititicates with low grades, and grant as 


few of them as the cireumstances will 
permit. 

4. To candidates of good character, 
presenting themselves for the first time 
—nand to those so afflicted as not to be 
able to follow any other ealling for a liv- 
ing, grant the greatest number of the 
lowest certificates—that is, among a giv- 
number, badly qualitied, if any 
are to be licensed, and all are equally in- 
different in scholarship, give the prefer- 
ence to these over those who have been 
on trial, are able to work, &c., and have 
not improved. 

5. Require each candidate to present 
his or her last certificate—and if the 
numbers are all fires, or very low, and 
no improvement this year, refuse a cer- 
tificate, unless under special cireumstan- 
ces, or for public reasons, 

6. In granting certificates to those pre- 
senting old ones, make a memorandum 
on the new certificate, something as fol- 
lows: “* One, two, no higher,” (as the 
ease may be,) or “Same No. on — 
asin the year 18S—.” So distinguish 
those who have fallen, &e., &e. This 
will make each certificate show. on its 
face, to the public, not only the rank of 
the Teacher, but also whether he is ad- 
vancing, standing still, or going back, 
and it will act as a powerful stimulus. 
In giving notice of the times and places 


en 
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of examination, request all Teachers to 
bring their certificates, &c., Ke. 

7. To each one, when the certificate is 
handed to him or her, say that the cer- 
tificate must be exhibited at the next ex- 
amination, and that the next certificate 
will refer to the numbers on the present, 
We., &e. 

8. Elevate the standard continually, 
and with a prudent reference to the wants 
and condition of the community, the 
supply of candidates, &e., Xe. 


NEVER PERMIT ANY AMOUNT OF MEN- 


TAL QUALIFICATIONS TO ATONE FOR WANT 
or unimpeachable iXTEGRITY AND MORAL 
CHARACRER; and while you do not pre- 
tend to decide on questions of faith and 
doctrine, beware of atheists and infidels, 
whose morality, to say the least of it, is 
built on a sandy foundation, and not like- 
ly to resist a storm of temptation. 

We not unfrequently hear discnssions 
of the foolish question whether general 
education improv es the morals and adds 
to the happiness of a people. I call ita 
foolish question, beeanse no definite 
me: ming is fixed to the word “ educa- 
tion.” and because, without more precis- 
ion of terms we cannot answer it either 
way. 

Unquestion: ably a bad man, with a 
mind improved with knowledge, is capa- 
ble of doing much more mischief than 
one of similar morals and no intelligence : 
it is the difference between an antagonist 
armed and one without weapons. 

Just in the same way are the influen- 


ces of a good man greatly enhanced by 


his enlightenment. 

But we mean here by the word edu- 
cation, the training of the heart as well 
as of the mind; and to suppose that care- 


ful efforts to subdue the evil passions of 
the one and to add to the resources of 
the other, directed in a prayerful depend-| 


ence on God, with humble and sincere 
desire for the Guidance of His Moly 
Spirit, and with a careful study and un- 
restrained use of His inspired Word, will 
make men worse and more unhappy, is 
to confound all ideas of goodness, ot hap- | 
piness, of truth itself. Let us so con-| 








duct our Schools, remembering, that 
however we may pl: int and w ater, God 
only can give the inere: Se } and ever re- 
membering that while it is our duty to 
labor diligently, He alone can change 
the heart, “and overcome the depravi ity ‘ot 
our fallen nature. The fruits of such la- 
bors will undoubtedly be glorious. 

With my best wishes, and sincere sym- 
pathies, Lam, with much respect, your 
anxious fellow-laborer, 

C. H. WILEY, 
Sup. Com. Schools for the State. 





PROCEEDINGS OF TIE STATE 
EDUCATION AL CONVENTION, 
BEGUN IN SALISBURY, N. C., 
TUESDAY EV ENING, OCT. 21sr., 
1856. 

Pursuant to notice previously made, a 
large number of delegates to ‘this Con- 
vention assembled in the Presbyterian 
Church at 7 o’cloek P. M. 

wT he house was called to order by Rey. 

II. Wiley, who proceeded, in a brief 
wed appropriate address, to explain the 
object of the meeting. 

After which the names of the follow- 
ing delegates were enrolled as delegates 
to the Convention, to wit: 

DELEGATES. 

Anson.—D. W. Forbis, D. Nevin. 

A.exanper.—Prof. J. I. Foote, D. H. 
Edwards. 

Atamance.—Dr. E. I’. Watson, Dr. S 
L. Holt. 

Beavrort.—-S. II. Wiley. 

Canarrus.—R. R. Brown, A. E. Har- 


key, W. L. Barrier, R. W. White, J. 


Cannon, R. A. Barrier, P. A. Barrier, 
Rev. P. J. Penick, Rev. D. A. Penick, 
W. Gerhardt, Col. D. Coleman. 
Catpweti.—J. T. Shell. 
Cuarnam.—J. H. Farrar. 
Davipson.—J. Shelton, Miss E. Mor- 
phis, A. Hargrave, P. E. Zink. 
Davie.—Rt. F. Johnson. 
Franxiwn.—D. 8. Richardson. 
Guitrorp.—lev. T. M. Jones, R. Ster- 
ling, J. D. Cam bell, H. R. Forbis, N. 
P. Rankin, E. W. Ogburn, Rey. J. J. 
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Smyth, C. C. Cole, Rev. 

Rev. E. W. Caruthers, Wy. D. Trotter, 
Rev. D. R. Bruton, H. F. Stuart, Miss 
L. E. Stalker, Miss M. A. Stalker, Dr. 
D. P. Gregg, Miss Fannie Ogburn, Miss | 


Amanda Lee. 
Gaston.—W. J. Alexander. 
Herrrorp.—Prof. W. B. Carr. 
Irepett.—M. Campbell, D. 
J. F. Davidson, Rev. B. Clegg, 
der, Dr. Ilugh Kelly. 
Mecxienserc.—M. D. Johnson, 
Nye Hutchison, Rev. E. F. Rockwell. 
McDowrtt.—D. C. Ramsour. 
New Hanover.—Rev. D. 
J. Thames. 
OrancEe.—Rev. 
PasquvuoTank.—J no. 
Rowan.—lIl. C. Jones, Rev. 
Averett, J. A. Bradshaw, D. A. Davis, 
A. Henderson, J. D. Austin, B. Sumner, 
Rey. J. I. Parker, H. L. Robards, J. A. 
Boyden, J. B. Gretter, J. F. MeC orkle, | 
tev. B. L. Beall, A. F. Owens, J. C. 
Cannon, Rev. J. Rankin, Rev. A. Baker, 
Dr. 
dock, J. J. 
Bell, jr. 9 Rev. 
ber. 


tamsay, 
8. Lan- 


J. T. Wheat, D. D. 
Williams. 
é. ©. 


W. James, J. F. 


I. E. Sho- 


Bruner, S. 
ht. G. Barrett, 


Raxporru.—Rev. B. Craven, R. E. 
Blair, L. R. Wright, W. W. Flood, G. 


L. Hearn, R. D. Best, F. 
Midyett, R. H. Brown, C. M. Andrews, 
F. Frazer, J. I. Robbins, J. Ashworth, 
R. 8. Small, J. §. Brown, D. Boykin, W. | 
Clark, Miss M. L. Coltrane. 


C. Frazer, J.S. 


Rosrson.—D. K. Sinclair, J.S. Thomp- 


son, H. J. MeNeill. 
Scurry.—H. A. Gwyn. 


i. W ‘ley, | mittee of three was appointed to recom- 


7 | 
- | 
se 


T. Towles, | 


W. F. Bason, J. S. Myers, W. Mur- | ¢ 
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mend permane nt officers for the Conven- 
tion, viz.: Pres. Craven, Rev. N. Z. 
Graves, R. W. Mill: wd. 

After retiring a few minutes for con- 
‘sultation, the committee made the fol- 
ilowi ing report: 

President, 
‘Till. 

Vice-President, 
| Greensboro’. 

Treasurer, Prof. W. B. Carr, Murfrees- 
boro’. 

Seeretaries, R. II. Brown, Ashboro’ ; 
C. C. Cole, Greensboro’. 

On taking the chair, Dr. Wheat made 
\a short but impressive address. 

IIe then pronounced the Convention 
regularly organized, and ready to pro- 
eeed with business. 

On motion of Rev. C. IL. Wiley, a com- 
mittee of three was appointed to recom- 
mend the order of reading the essays, 
‘and for making general arrangements for 
the government of this Cony ention. The 
Jommittee consisted of Rey. C. H. Wi- 
‘ley, Win. Hl. Bass, Rev. T. M. Jones. 

A motion was made by the same that 
'a committee of six be appointed to draft 
a constitution for a permanent State Ed- 
ucational Convention. The committee 
consisted of Prof. E. F. Rockwell, Rev. 
C. H. Wiley, Rev. B. Craven, Rev. N. 
Z. Graves, Rev. W. L. Van Eaton, R. 
W. Millard. 

Pres. Craven informed the Convention 
that R. H. Brown, of Randolph, had the 
|manuscript of a Southern spelling book, 
| which he wished to submit to this Con- 


Dr. J.T. Wheat, Chapel 


E. W. 


Ogburn, 


| 


Sampson.—R. W. Millard, A. Johnson, | vention for examination, and moved that 


L. C. Graves, C. Lee. 
Umon.—M. W. Cuthbertson, S. i. | 


Walkup, M. G. Stegall, A. 8. Hamilton, | early as possible. 


T. W. Jones, A. T. “Marsh. 
Wirrxes.—Dr. A. A. Scroggs, A. A. 


Hall. 
Warren.—Rev. N. Z. Graves, W. H. 
Bass. 


Wayrne.—J. G. Elliott. 

Waxe.—W. R. Trawick, G.W. Brooks. 
Yapxrn.—Rev. W. L. Van Eaton. 
On motion by Pres. 


Craven, a com- 


la committee of five be appointed for that 
purpose, and to report to this body as 
tev. B. Craven, Rev. 
|C. HL. Wiley, Prof. Sterling, Rev. N. Z. 
| Graves, Prof. D. Richardson, were 
appointed said canis 

On the subject of essays, Mr. Wiley 
reported that the following gentlemen 
had consented to write : 

1. On the best method of uniting 
teachers in colleges, academies and com- 
mon schools, and the friends of education 
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in North Carolina, in systematic efforts | State, and can only regret that I am denied the 


to advance the general cause in the State: 
Prof. Owen, of Wake Forest, and Dr. 
Waddell, of the Deaf and Dumb and 
Blind Asylum. 

2. On the best method of increasing 
the number and efficiency of Common 
School teachers; Rev. C. H. Wiley, 
Greensboro’; L. I’. Siler, Macon. 

3. On the best method of communicat- 


ing instruction: Pres. Craven, Normal 


College; and 8. I. Wiley, Washington. 


4. On the best method of governing! 


in school: Prof. Richardson, Franklin- 
ton, and Rev. W. L. Van Eaton, Jones- 
ville. 


5. On schoo) architecture: Dr. Carn-| 


thers, Greensboro’, and Victor Barrin- 
ger, Concord. 

It was decided, on motion by Pres. 
Craven, that the meetings of this Con- 
vention be opened with prayer, and that 


the clergy of Salisbury be invited to at-| 


tend for that purpose. 
Moved by the same, that the Conven- 
tion adjourn until 94 o’clock to-morrow. 
The meeting closed with prayer by the 
President. 


Wepnespay Mornina, 94 o'clock. 

The Convention met at the appointed 
hour, and was opened with prayer by 
Rev. A. Baker. 

The proceedings of last night were 
read and approved. 

Rey. C. H. Wiley stated to the Con- 
vention that he had just received a letter 
from his Excellency, Gov. Bragg, which 
was read and ordered to be published 
with the proceedings. 

The letter is as follows: 


Raxeicn, Oct. 20, 1856. 
My Dear Sir: 


It was my intention to attend the “ Educational 
Convention, to be held in Salisbury ;” but my 
official engagements are such that I cannot leave 
Raleigh for the present. 

I hope that much good may result from the 
Convention to the cause of Education in the 


| pleasure of meeting the members and contribut- 

| ing my mite to its success. 

Very truly, yours, 

| THOS. BRAGG. 
Rev. C. H. Witey. 


The Committee on Essays made a re- 
port, which was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. Wiley, Prof. J. IL. 
Foote was added to the Committee on 
Constitution. 

Dr. Waddell not being present, his 
essay “On the best method of uniting 
teachers in colleges, academies and com- 
mon schools, and the friends of education 
in North-Carolina, in systematic efforts 
to advance the general cause in the 
State ;” was read by Rev. T. M. Jones, 
of Greensboro’, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, a committee 
was appointed to examine and report 
upon the essay of Dr. Waddell. The 
/committee consisted of L. M. Jones, R. 
‘Sterling, M. W. Cuthbertson. 

Rev. C. UH. Wiley then delivered an 
lex tempore address on the best method 
|of increasing the number and efticiency 
of common school teachers. : 

On motion by Prof. Sterling, Messrs. 

| Campbell, Brooks and Smyth were ap- 


| 


| pointed a committee to inquire into and 
report upon the suggestions of Mr. Wi- 


ley. 

| President Craven submitted the fol- 
|lowing resolution, which, after some de- 
| bate, was laid on the table for the pre- 
| sent. 

| 
| Resolved, That a committee of three 
ibe appointed to prepare, publish and 
idistribute a State catalogue of the col- 
ileges, high schools and academies; said 





‘catalogue to exhibit the names of the .n- 


structors, the addresses, the prices and 
the means of approach; and that one of 
said catalogues be sent to each of the 
;common sahool districts, and each in- 
| structor in the State. 


| 
On motion, the Convention adjourned 
until 3 o’clock P. M. 








-~-—- oo 








Arrernoon SrEsston,  ) 
Turre O’crock. § 


The Convention assembled at the ap- 
pointed hour. 

D. A. Davis submitted the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That a committee of six be 
appointed to memorialize the Legislature 
at its next session to pass a law author- 
izing the establishment of a Normal 
school in each Congressional or Judicial 
district in the State, and that said com- 
mittee be directed to prepare a bill pro- 
viding for the payment of the teachers 
and government of such schools. 


The resolution was adopted, and the 
following appointed on the committee : 
D. A. Davis, B. Craven, H. C. Jones, 
C. IL. Wiley, E. W. Ogburn, J. T. 
Wheat. 
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‘ciation, and report the same at the next 


An essay was then read by E. W. Ca-| 
ruthers, D. D., on “School Architect-| 


ure.” 

On motion, a committee was appointed 
on the subject of School Architecture, 
consisting of Messrs. Rankin, Elliott, 
Walkup and Caruthers. 

The Committee on Constitution made 
the following report, which was adopt- 
ed: 


Resolved, That this Convention form 
itself into a permanent Society for the ad- 


annual meeting of this body. 

Resolved, That all officers and teach- 
ers in schools, and all persons interested 
in the cause of general Education, be in- 
vited to attend as delegates at the next 


annual meeting of this Association. 


E. F. Rockwell, C. 1. Wiley, B. Cra- 
ven, N. Z. Graves, W. L. Van Eaton, R. 
W. Millard, Committee. 

The committees recommended in the 
above consist of the following: 

C. IL. Wiley, W. N. Hl. Smith, J. HL. 
Foote, E. W. Ogburn, J. T. Wheat, Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

C. IL. Wiley, J.T. Wheat, J. J. Smyth, 
T. M. Jones, It. Sterling, B. Craven, W. 
B. Carr, J. LH. Foote, B. Sumner, Com- 
mittee on Constitution. 

The Convention then adjourned until 
7 o’clock P. M. 


Seven O’crock P. M. 


The Convention assembled at the ap- 
pointed hour. 
The eommittee appointed to inquire 


‘into and report upon the suggestion of 


Mr. Wiley, in his address on the best 


‘method of increasing the number and 
efliciency of common school teachers, 


vancement of General Education, and} 


that it be called the Educational Associ-! 


ation of North Carolina. 

Resolved, That the officers of this 
Association, for the present, consist of an 
Executive Committee of five, who shall 
hold their office until the adoption of a 
constitution and by-laws. 

Resolved, That this Association shall 
meet annually at such time and place as 
shall be designated by the Executive 
Committee. 

Resolved, That a committee of seven 
be appointed by the Chairman of this 


submitted the following report, which 
was adopted: 


Resolved, That the members of this 
Convention, fully impressed with the im- 
portance of the common school system 
of North Carolina, will use their active 
exertions as professors in colleges, and 
as teachers, as oflicers of the system, and 
as citizens of the State, to promote its 
further usefulness and efliciency. 

Resolved, That the cause of education 
in the college, the academy and the 


‘common school, is one cause; and while 
‘we contemplate with becoming pride 


and pleasure the rapid advance ot this 


Convention to draft a constitution and jcause, in all its departments, in our be- 
by-laws for the government of this Asso-|loved State, we earnestly invoke the en- 
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tire co-operation of all dunn of i its citi- 
zens, believing that it has paramount 
claims upon the time, exertions and 
means of all who take an interest in the 
moral, social, and industrial progress of 
the people. 

Resolved, That as a means of uniting 
the efforts of all the laborers in this field. 
as well as of enforcing the dignity and 
respect due to their calling, and also of 
increasing the efficiency of common 
school teachers, and of disseminating 
proper information among the people, 
we earnestly recommend and will 
in the formation of a State Educational 
Association, with afliliated district and 
county societies, that every part of the 
State may be pervaded with their influ- 
ences. 

J. D. Campbell, 
Smyth, Committee. 


assist 


W. Brooks, J. J. 


Dr. IIntechison submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Legislature be re- 
quested to require common school teach- 
ers to be competent to teach Reading, 
Writing, Spelling, Arithmetic, Geogra- 
phy and Grammar. 


Upon this resolution arose a spirited 
and lengthy debate, participated in by 


Messrs. Sterling, Wiley, Huthison, 
Brooks, Clegg, Ogburn, Davis and IT. C, 


Jones. The resolution was finally laid 
on the table, and the Convention ad- 
journed until Thursday morning, at 9 
o’elock. 


Tucrspay, 9 O’crock A. M. 

The Convention met at the hour ap- 
vointed, and was opened with prayer by 
Dr. Baker. 

Yesterday's proceedings were 
corrected, and adopted. 

After an interesting miscellaneous dis- 
cussion on matters connected with 
vause of general Education, President 


read, 
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C raven vend an essay on ide be eat seathell 
of communicating instruction. 

On motion, Messrs. Smyth, T. M. 
Jones and Clegg were : ap pointed a com- 
mittee on the sugges tions of the essay. 

Samuel II. Wiley, Esq., of Washing- 
ton, read an essay on the same subject 
as the above, which was referred to the 
same committee. 

On motion, the resolution of Dr. 
Hutchison, laid on the table last night,was 
taken up and discussed. Several amend- 
ments were offered and re jected, and a 
full account of the manner in which the 
law in regard to the licensing of teachers 
was given by the Supe ‘rintendent of 
Common Schools and other ofticers of 
the system, and after a lengthy debate, 
the original resolution was rejected, the 
Convention deciding that there was no 
further legislation necessary in reference 
to this part of the common school sys- 
tem. 

The Convention then adjourned until 
3 o'clock P.M. 


Turee O’crock P. M. 
The Convention met at the appointed 
our. 
Mr. Sumner offered the following reso- 
lution : 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of this 
Convention, we ought to have in our 
State an institution upon the plan, (as 
near as circumstances will permit or oc- 
casion may require,) of the t: S. Military 
Academy at West Point. 


The resolution was prefaced by read- 
ing the following by Mr. Sumner, which 
he was yequested by the Convention to 
have published with the resolution ; 

“Our Superinte ndent of Common 
Schools, in his last report, has estimated 
the number of schools—colleges, acade- 
mies and common schools—in this State 


the jat 3,814. 


Of all this uumber, there is not, as far 








as r bnew, a sheae one whieh even pro- 
fesses to give any instruction in military 
science—not one in which so much as 
the first rudiments of military tacties are 
imparted. And yet who can doubt that 
the diffusion of military knowledge, as 
an element of strength, is of n: ational im- 
portance toa free peop le, who, to avoid 
the dangers of sti sian armies, and to 
fortify the security of peace, have re- 
served to themselvss the right of bearing 
arms; and that its possession would be 
of the utmost national and personal ad- 
vantage if, unfortunately, the public 
peace should be disturbed? And are 
there any so wise as to know that sueh 
disturbance will never occur among us? 
If any emergency should arise to call 
forth any considerable portion of our 
militia to be embodied into an army, 
where is the person to whom the finger 
of public opinion would point as the man 
to take the command? In the late war 
with Mexico, when this State was called 
upon for only one regiment, Lapprehend 
the Governor had no more dithcult and 
delicate task to perform during his ad- 
ministration than to ¢€ leet suitable field 
oflicers for that regiment out of the mea- 
gre materials which the State afforded. 
I think, then, that it would be wise 
volicy on the part of the State to estab- 
fic an institution in which a portion of 
her young men might receive instruction 
in infantry tactics and military police, in 
the science and practice of artillery and 
in military engineering; and when, too, 
they might be taught military discipline, 
and might learn the duty of obedience 
as well as the art of command. The in- 
formation thus acquired would, in part, 
at least, be gradually diffused through- 
out the State, and in process of time our 
whole militia would become better ofli- 
cered, better drilled, and better prepared 
for active service than they now are, or 
are likely to be, under the present order 
of things. But asystem, comprehending 
military instruction, merely as an acces- 
sory to education, is found to promote 
personal objects by no means unimport- | 
ant, such as the establishment of a tirm, 
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pore pr" manly carriage, by daily 
drill; of personal ne: ithess, economy, 
equality, and a just appreciation of oth- 
ers upon merit only, by uniform dress; 
of a more pertect p hysical development 
and proportionate ‘mental vigor, by 
healthful exercise; of good habits, me- 
thod, promptness and subordination, and 
hence increased ap plics ition to study, by 
military organization.” All these are to 
be gained by superadding to the literary 
and scientific course military instruction 
‘at hours usually lost, or worse, on the 
‘voluntary system. 

Our colleges and other high schools 


usually proceed upon the old plan of 


preparing their students for the learned 
professions, that is, divinity, law and 
medicine. But there are other pursuits 
beginning to be considered respectable, 
which are now drawing to them no in- 
considerable portion of the genius, tal- 
ents, and energy of the presentage, such 
as agriculture, civil engineering, archi- 
tecture, mining, drawing, painting, 
sculpture, mechanism. To provide for 
the wants of those who may desire to en- 
gage in any of these, we need an institu- 
tion in which, besides a sound English 
education, there may be obtained a tho- 
rough knowledge of those sciences which 
more immediately pertain to such pur- 
suits. 

An institution combining the two sys- 
tems and under military government and 
discipline, would supply a desideratum, 
and confer great benefit upon the State, 
and such a one the State ought to have. 
Virginia has her military institutes—a 
purely State institution—and its gradu- 
ates are filling important positions in our 
own State works, which, if we had had 
an institution to prepare them for it, 
might have been supplied by our own 
citizens. There are military schools also 
in Maryland, in Tennessee, in South 
Carolina, in Georgia, and, perhaps, other 
Southern States. Let North Carolina, 
too, establish such an institution, accessi- 
ble to her sons. Let a certain number 
of young men of good moral character, 
lof ‘respectable natural abilities, and of 
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suitable age, be selected from the differ- 
ent parts of the State to enjoy the advan- 
tages of the institution without immedi- 
ate payment; and let these, when they 
have completed the course at the insti- 
tution, be required to teach for some 
specitied time in the common schools of 
the State, and to refund to the institu- 
tion, when they become able, the ex-| 
penses of their education there. In this 
way a great boon would be conferred 
upon a number of meritorious young 
men, and through them upon the com- 
mon schools of tlie State, and ultimately 
upon the State at large. 

To show the advantages of this system, 
I need only point to the wonderful sue- 
cess of the Military Academy at West 
Point. Its graduates occupy a pre-emi-. 
nence which those of no other institution 
in the land can lay claim to. Every ca- 
det graduated at that Academy could, 
on the day of his graduation, if he de- 
sired it, obtain honorable employment 
in some civil station with not merely a 
liberal, but even a high salary. Their 
services are sought for in the education- 
al institutions of the States, in works of 
internal improvement in the same, and 
in various other employments requiring 
energy, a disciplined mind, and scienti- 
fic skill and knowledge. I do not mean 
to say, nor do I| believe, that this pre- 
eminence is due to the srperior know!l- 
edge, higher order of talents, or greater! 
faithfulness of the instructors at West 
Point. I believe there are in the State 
institutions, gentlemen of as great abili-| 
ties, as high endowments, and as much} 
fidelity to their trusts as at West Point. | 
But I ascribe the difference of results to! 
the difference of systems. 

It is a sad truth that our State has not 
furnished its quota to the cause of litera- 
ture, science and art—nay, its contribu-| 
tion is not adequate to supply the home| 
demand. Our colleges and academies | 
have been dependent upon other States 
for teachers—formerly, however, to a| 
much greater extent than now; our 
works of internal improvement have, al- 
most all, been construeted under the su-| 


pervision of engineers from abroad ; our 
principal editices have been planned and 
built by foreign architects ; our factories 
and workshops have generally been un- 
der the management of Northern arti- 
sans. Quousque patiemur hoe opprobri- 
um?” 

On motion, the resolution was laid on 
the table until after the reading of es- 
says. 

The committee on the essays of Presi- 
dent Craven and 8. I. Wiley, Esq., 
made a report as follows : 

The committee appointed to report 
upon the essays delivered this morning 
on the best methods of teaching, beg 
leave to report. 

That the general principles advanced 
in these essays are based upon a correct 
and extensive knowledge of the human 
mind in its formative period of life, and 
that the specified recommendations are 
eminently judicious, and are evidently 
the results ef not only very close obser- 
vation, but of successful experiment, and 
your committee would recommend the 


adoption of the following resolutions : 


Resolved, That a successful teacher 
must be able and willing to make all 
subjects, even the most elementary, at- 
tractive to the pupils. 

Resolved, That this Convention reecom- 
mend a constant use of the black-board 
for the purpose of illustrating even the 
rudimental branches of education. 

All of which is respeetfully submitted. 

J.J. Smith, T. M. Jones, R. Clegg, 
Committee. 


D. 8S. Richardson then read an essay 
on the best method of scheol govern- 
ment, which was referred to a committeo 
consisting of Messrs. C. H. Wiley, Wil- 
liams and Gregg. 

Rev. W. L. Van Eaton read an essay 
on the same subject, which was referred 
to the same coinmittee. 

Prof. Sterling offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the gentlemen who 
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have read essays before this Convention, 
be requested to place a copy of their ad- 
dresses with the Executive Committee, 
to be deposited in the archives of the 


| ©. IL. Wiley, Professor Williams, Dr’ 
| Gregg, Committee. 
| 


| The committee on R. H. Brown’s 


Association, and that said committee be Manuscript Spelling Book, made the 
authorized to publish such portions of following report :— 


the same as they may think proper. 


The resolution of Mr. Sumner was 
again taken up, and after some remarks, 
again laid on the table for the present. 

The committee on Dr. Waddell’s Es- 
Bay, reported as follows :— 

The committee to whom was referred 


the Essay of Dr. Waddell, on the best) 


method of uniting teachers in Colleges, 
Academies, and other schools, and friends 
of general education in systematic efforts 
to promote the cause—have considered 


the same, and recommend the passage of 


the following resolution : 


Resolved, That this Essay written on 
a subject of deep interest and making 
important suggestions, be placed in the 
hands of the committee appointed to 


form a Constitution for a State Educa-| 


tional Association. 


T. M. Jones, M. W. Cuthbertson, R. | 


Sterling, Committee. 


The following report was then read by 


the committee on the Essays of Messrs. | 


Richardson and Van Eaton :— 

The committee to whom was referred 
the Essays of Profs. Richardson and Van 
Eaton, on the best method of School 
Government, report that they have con- 
sidered the same, and recommend the 
passage of the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the subject is one of 


paramount importance to every teacher, 


as well as of deep interest to parents of 


pupils and masters of schools, and that 


the suggestions and recommendations of | 


the Essayists are worthy of the most se- 
rious consideration of this convention, 
commended by their intrinsic importance 
as by the able and entertaining manner 
in which they are represented. 


Your committee have partially exam- 
‘ined the manuscript submitted by Mr. 
/R. H. Brown, and have noticed the fol- 
‘lowing points as somewhat characteris- 
|tic of the work. Mr. Brown sets forth a 
complete system of notation founded up- 
on Webster and Worcester, and in or- 
thography he has followed the same au- 
thors. Itules are then given for the pro- 
nunciation of every vowel in all their 
combinations; under each rule, the au- 
thor gives every monosyllable in the lan- 
guage, pronounced by that rule, and un- 
der this, he gives all the exceptions. The 
words of more than one syllable are clas- 
sified by the ending with rules for ac- 
cent and reference to preceding rules for 
pronunciation. Every vowel in the book, 
except those which are silent, is so mark- 
ed as to indicate the sound. 

As far as we have examined, we are 
pleased with Mr. Brown’s notation, ar- 
rangement and plan generally; he ex- 
hibits great industry, and is to be highly 
'commended for his enterprise. 

We think, upon mature examination, 
his book will be found preferable to any 
other now in use. 

sut thinking Mr. Brown’s book very 
likely to be one of great usefulness and 
extent, we respectfully suggest that this 
committee be allowed more time for ex- 
amination and suggestion, and that we 
‘furnish Mr. Brown a statement of our 
| opinion. 
| . Craven, C. I. Wiley, R. Sterling, 
'N. Z. Graves, D. 8. Richardson, 8. H. 
| Wiley, B. Sumner, J. H. Foote, Com- 
| mittee. 

R. H. Brown submitted the following 
resolutions, which. were unanimously 
adopted by the convention :— 


| 


Resolved, That this convention tender 
their thanks to C. H. Wiley, State Su- 





perintendent, for Common Schools, for 


a= a ee 
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his attendance at this convention, for his;and such other subjects, as they may 
labors touching the calling of this con-!deem proper; and also to recommend 
vention, and for his full and satisfactory |the best and most appropriate text books 
reports and explanations on the present| on these respective subjects. 
condition of the Common Schools of} C. H. Wiley offered the following 
North-Carolina. ‘complimentary resolutions :— 

Resolved, That we feel it to be our} 
duty to express the opinion, that he has| esolved, That the thanks of the con- 
discharged his official duties with a fidel-| vention be tendered to the congregation 
ity that commands our hearty approba-| worshipping in this church, for the use 
tion, and that we believe his untiring la-| of the same; and that the Rev. Mr. Ba- 
bors have greatly promoted the cause of| ker be requested to read this resolution 
common school education. trom his pulpit to said congregation. 

Resolved, That we consider a Super-| J?esolved, That the thanks of this con- 
intendent of common schools necessary | vention be tendered to the presidents of 
to give efliciency to the common school | the Raleigh and Gaston, the Wilmington 
system, and that we recommend the next|and Weldon, and the North-Carolina 
Legislature of North-Carolina, to contin- | Railroads, for passing delegates to this 
ue the office. ‘convention over their respective roads, 

jat half their usual rates; and that the 

The committee on Dr. Caruthers’ Es-|secretaries be instructed to have these 
say submitted the following report:— [resolutions published in the papers of 

The committee to whom was referred | Salisbury, Raleigh and Wilmington. 
the Essay of Rev. E. W. Caruthers D.| 22esolved, That the thanks of this con- 
DD. on school architecture, report that| vention are hereby tendered to the citi- 
they consider the subject one of practi-|sens of Salisbury for their hospitality ; 
cal importance, and recommend the pas-| and that D. A. Davis, Esq., be instructed 
sage of the following resolution : |to have this resolution published in the 

| papers of this place. 

Resolved, That this convention re-| 
commend to all the officers of common} On a motion fo adjourn, a debate arose 
schools, and also to those interested in/as to whether the convention would con- 
colleges and academies, a more general | tinue its sessions another day, or wheth- 
attention to the important influences ex-|er they would adjourn sine die. Aftera 
erted by the location, construction and|lengthy and spirited debate, it was de- 
furnishing of school houses of every) cided by a large majority to adjourn un- 
grade, on the health, morals, and mental | til 9 o’clock to-morrow. 
development of pupils. 


Jesse Rankin, J. G. Elliot, 8. Walcup, oeenne 


Committee. 
Frinay, 9 O’crock, A. M. 

Professor Carr of Murfreesboro’, offer- 
ed the following resolution, which was| The Convention assembled at the ap- 
adopted :— pointed hour, and was opened with 
prayer by Rev. Mr. Averett. 

Resolved, That the Executive Com | The minutes of the previous day were 
mittee be instructed to procure suitable | read, corrected, and adopted. 
gentlemen to read essays at the next an-| The following resolution was offered 
nual meeting of this association, on the| by Mr. Richardson :— 
following subjects, viz: The best meth- 
od of teaching Orthography, Writing,| Resolved, That this Convention deem 
Reading, Geography, English Grammar it important to the interest of the State 
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Educational Society that it have an or-| were requested to act until others were 


gan devoted to the interests of general | 


education. 


Secondly, That a committee be ap-| 


pointed to conier with Mr. Wiley upon 


the expediency and practicability of 


having the quarterly Common School 


Journal converted into a monthly, and) 
if they shall find the same practicable, 


that they take immediate measures to 
do so. 


According to the above recommen- 
dation, Messrs. Richardson, Carr and 
srooks were a ypointed, 


appointed. : 

The following resolution was moved 
by Rev. J. J. Smyth, and was adopted, 
to wit: 
| Resolved, That the proceedings of this 
convention be referred to a committee 
consisting of the superintendent of com- 
mon schools and the secretaries of the 
convention, with instructions to have 
them published in such a manner as 
they may judge best adapted to give 
them the speediest and widest cireula- 
tion in the State. 


Mr. Richardson also offered the fol-| 


lowing resolution ; 


Resolved, That we earnestly invite the 


attention of the teachers of North-Caro- 


lina to the claims of the State Educa- 
tional Association—that we solicit the 
co-operation of the professors in our col- 
leges, and of the principal and subordi- 
nate teachers in our incorporated and 
yrivate academies and common schools, 
in the important work of elevating the 


profession of teaching, and thus of im-| 


proving the condition of our schools— 


that we regard the annual or semi-annn-| 


al meetings of the State Association as 
an important means of strengthening 
the bonds of professional friendship, and 
of awakening professional enthusiasm. 


Mr. Sumner’s resolution, laid on the 


table the previous day, was again taken | 
up, and, after some interesting state-| 


ments and discussion, was unanimously 
— 
Much of the day was consumed in 


general debate, on miscellaneous sub-| 


jects relating to the improvement @f the 


common school system, and to the gen-| 


eral advancement of education in North- 
Carolina. 

By motion, the president was unani- 
mously requested to deliver an address 
at the opening of the next annual meet- 
ing of the convention, on any subject he 
may select. 

The present officers of the convention 


On motion, the thanks of the conven- 
ition were unanimously tendered to the 
President of the convention, for the 
able and impartial manner in which he 
had presided, and to all the other officers 
of the convention, for their efticiency 
and fidelity. ° 
| The convention then adjourned, after 
the apostolic benediction by the Presi- 
dent, to meet again at the call of the 
executive committee. 

J. J. WHEAT, Pres’t. 

C. C. Core, 

Rt. IH. Brown. § 


' ’ 
Secretaries. 


SYNOPSIS OF THE LAWS IN 
FORCE IN RELATION TO COM- 


| MON SCHOOLS, ARRANGED 
| FOR CONVENIENT REFER- 


ENCE, BY THE GENERAL S8U- 
| PERINTENDENT.* 

| School Fund.— Distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the Literary Fund.—The nett 
‘annual income of the Literary Fund, 
(exclusive of moneys arising from the 
sale of swamp lands) is to be distributed 
among the several counties of the State 
'in the ratio of their federal population— 
to be ascertained by the census next 
| preceding such distribution. 

| The share to which each county is en- 





* The Laws, as 


mee are not here referred to, as 
| such reference would 


only confuse many readers. 
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titled, shall be payable on or before the | 
first Monday in October: 

And shall be paid to the chairman of 
the board of county superintendents, or 
his lawful attorney, upon the warrant of! 
the comptroller. 

The county court of each county, a 
majority of the justices being present, 
shall levy a tax for common school pur- 
poses, as other county taxes are levied—| 
which tax shall not be less than half of 
the estimated amount to be received by 
the said county for that year, from the 
literary fund. 

The sheriff of each county is required 
to collect the taxes levied for school pur- 
poses, end to pay them to the chairman 
of the board of county superintend- 
ents—and his bond is to contain a con- 
dition for the faithful collection and pay- 
ment of these taxes; for a breach of 
which, the same remedies are allowed 
against him and his sureties in favor of 
the chairman of county superintendents, 
as are given to the county trustee for 
enforcing the payment of ordinary 
taxes—the right of action to accrue the 
1st Thursday in January in each year— 
penalty to go to the use of the schools of 
the county 

Officers of the System.—the common 
school system is managed, ‘ 

Ist. By three cominittee-men in each 
school district. 

2d. By a Board of County Superin- 
tendents in each county, to consist of not 
more than ¢en nor less than five; of) 
which the clerk of the county court is 
EX officio clerk. 

3d. By a Committee of Examination 
Jor teachers, to consist of three in each 
county. 

4th. By a general Superintendent of 
Common Schools for the State. 

Committee-men.—These are elected by 
the people annually, and should the peo- j 
ple tail to elect, the County Superintend- 
ents are to appoint. 

The Chairman of County Superintend- | 
ents is to give notice in three public’ 
places in each district ten days before | 


| 


the election; 1st Saturday in April the’ 


qualified voters for members of the 

louse of Commons are to meet at the 
designated place in the district and vote 
for three committee-men. The County 
Boards of Superintendents are to ap- 
point two freeholders in each district to 
hold the election. Committees so elect- 
ed enter on their duties on the first Mon- 
day of May following. 

To purchase, lease, or build school- 
houses, to employ teachers, and in one 
month after their appointment to report 
to the Chairman of the Board of County 
Superintendents, the number and names 
of the white children in their districts of 
five and under twenty-one years old. 
Committees to give to teachers and oth- 
ers with whom they contract orders or 
drafts on the Chairman of the County 
Boards. 

When committees are unable to obtain 
asuitable site for a school-house, they 
shall report to the next succeeding Coun- 
ty Court the reasons why they could not, 
and the court shall thereupon appoint 
three disinterested freeholders to lay off 
not more than two nor iess than one 
acre, as a site for school-house in said 
district, and condemn it for said uses, 
and assess the value of it, said value to 
be paid by the School Committee 


ito the owner, or to the clerk of the coun- 


ty court for him—and the land shall vest 
in the committee and their successors, for 
the use of the school. Land improved 
by buildings, &e., not to be condemned. 

Committees shall also, in one month 
after their term of office begins, report 
in writing to the Chairman of the Board 
of County Superintendents, the number 
and names of the white children in their 
districts of 6 and under 21 years of 
age—and on failure shall forfeit five dol- 
lars, to be recovered in the name of the 
Chairman, for the use of the district 
whose committee so fails. 

Committees are also to report to the 
Chairmen of Boards of County Super- 
intendents when they give drafts for pay 
to teachers, the length of time the school 
was taught, the studies taught, &c.; and 
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the Chairman shall pay no draft, unless|from committee-men in regard to the 
accompanied by such report. | location ot school-houses. 

No teacher shall be paid, unless he} Chairmen of County Superintendents. 
exhibit a certificate of moral and men-|The Chairmen shall give written notices 
tal qualifications from the Examining )at the doors of the Courthouses of their 
Committee of his county, dated within} respective counties, of the amount due 
a year from the exhibition thereof. /each school district in the county—which 

“County Superintendents.—These are to| publication shall be made soon after the 
be annually chosen by the County Courts| money is first received. 
at the first term held next after the last} Chairmen are to keep the funds, and 
day in December, and their term of of-|to pay all drafts—and before paying any 
fice shall begin on the third Monday of|teacher, may call for his certificate of 
April succeeding their appointment, and | examination, and if he has not one from 
continue for one year, and until others/the committee of his county, dated with- 
have been chosen and have entered on|in the year, shall refuse to pay him or 





their offices. 

The County Superintendents are to 
meet on the 3d Monday in April after 
their election, and appoint one of their 
number chairman. 


The Chairman of the Board shah 


keep a true and just account of all mo-| 


neys received and expended by him— 
when and of whom received, and for 
what and to whom paid—and the bal- 
ance, if any on hand: and shall lay the 
same before the Committee of Finance 
of their respective counties, and if there 
is no such committee, before the clerk 
of the County Court, with all the vouch- 
ers—which report shall be made on or 
before the 1st Monday in September in 
each year: and the Committee of Fi- 
nance, or Clerk of the County Court, 
shall examine the same and the vouch- 
ers, and if found correct, certify to that 
effect. 

The Board shall immediately pay to 
their successors in office all the moneys 
on hand; and if they shall fail so to do, 
it shall be the duty of their successors 





in office to bring suit in their name of 


office, for the recovery of all balance 
due, with interest thereon. 
The Board shall divide the School 


Fund annually among the districts of 


the county. 

The County Boards may make other 
necessary regulations in regard to the 
schools of their counties, not inconsist- 
ent with law, and determine appeals 


‘her. Chairmen are to keep the funds 
‘always on hand, and be ready to pay 
|teachers, &c., e. 

| Any Chairman failing or neglecting to 
|pay, on demand, any draft properly 
;drawn on him, and when he has funds, 
shall be liable to suit before any Court 
having jurisdiction, in the name of the 
person in whose favor said draft is 
‘drawn; and the plaintiff may recover 
said amount and twelve per cent. dam- 
ages, 

It is the duty of the County Courts to 
require of each Chairman, before he en- 
‘ters on the duties of his office, to give 
bond, with good and sufficient security, 
in sich sum as they may deem reasona- 
ble and adequate, conditioned for the 
faithful performance of his duties, which 
bond shall be payable to the State of 
, North-Carolina, and shall be approved 
‘and received by a majority of the Super- 
intendents, and shall be filed by them 
with the Clerk of the County Court. 
And the chairmen, for compensation, are 
allowed 24 per cent. on all moneys which 
pass through their hands. 

Each chairman shall, annually, on or 
‘before the third Monday in November, 
‘make a report in writing to the general 
‘Superintendent of Common Schools, a 
‘copy of the account rendered to the 
Committee of Finance or Clerk of the 
| County Court, together with a statement 
of the number of children in each dis- 
trict, of five and under twenty-one years 
| old; also the number of males and 
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of females taught in each district— 
the time during which the schools 
were kept open, and the average pay of 
teachers—the pay of male and of female 
teachers to be separately stated—also the 
number of licenses issued by the Exam- 
ining Committee to male and to female 
teachers, together with such facts and 
suggestions in regard to the size of the 
school districts, the wants and interests 
of the cause, &c., &c., as he may deem 
important, or as may be reported hy 
committee-men. 

Chairmen failing to make such reports 
are liable to a penalty of fifty dollars, to 
be recovered in the Superior Court of 


Wake on certificate of General Superin- | 


tendent. 
Committee of Exvamination.—Each 


Board of County Superintendents shall) 


annually appoint a Committee of Exam- 
ination, to consist of three, of whom the 


Chairman of County Superintendents | 


shall be one, whose duty it shall be to 


examine into the mental and moral qual- | 


ifications of teachers, or of such as wish 
to teach common schools: 


didates, of which times and places it 
shall post a written notice at the door of 
the Court House of the county. 


No certificate given by this commit-| 
| Penalties—Any County Superintend- 
| 


tee shall be good for a longer term than 


which com-| 
mittee shall meet three times in the year, | 
at ‘some central point, to examine can-| 


| female teachers in each county—togeth- 
;er with such facts, suggestions and re- 
;commendations as may occur to him, for 
\the more efficient management of the 
|cause of popular education ; which re- 
port is to be printed, and 100 copies 
| circulated wal which is also to be trans- 
|mitted by the Governor to the General 
| Assembly. 

| It is also the duty of the General Su- 
perintendent, 

| To look after all sums of money dis- 
|bursed to County Superintendents and 
unaccounted for; and to see that all 
such sums are recovered; and the Treas- 
urer of the State is to furnish him with 
an annual statement of the sums disburs- 
'ed to County Chairmen from the Litera- 
ry Fund. 

Ile is also required, 

To lecture in the different counties 
as he has opportunity—to consult with 
experienced teachers—to issue annual 
circulars to the Examining Committees, 
with suggestions and instructions as to 
qualifications of teachers—to prepare 
blanks for County Superintendents and 
Committee-men—prepare a new edition 
of the School Laws, with forms and in- 
structions—give advice to ofticers, en- 
deavor to settle difficulties, and to give 
as much uniformity and efficiency to the 
system as possible. 





} 





one year, or be good in any other county.| ent or Committee-man, having accepted 


All teachers of Common Schools must 
have certificates; and the Chairman 
shall not pay any teacher who has no 


certificate of the proper kind. 


‘such appointment—or any Clerk of the 


County Court, refusing or neglecting to 


| perform the duties required of him, shall 
| forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars, 


The Committee of Examination shall! to be recovered in any Court of record 


be exempt from road and military duty. 
General Superintendent.—The Gener- 


iin the State—which suits are to be pros- 
lecuted by the County Attorney, and the 


al Superintendent shall see that the laws; money paid to the County Chairman for 
are enforced—shall receive the reports! the benefit of the schools of the county. 
of Chairmen, and himself make an an-| If the General Superintendent shall 
nual report to the Governor, giving aj wilfully and habitually neglect his duty, 
detailed account of the operations of the | or use his office for the propagation of 
system in each county—the number at} peculiar religious or political doctrines, 
school, the number of teachers, average | he shall be lable to removal by the Lit- 
compensation, time during which the} erary Board—but must be tried, on thir- 
schools are kept open in each county—/ty days’ written notice, and allowed evi- 
and the number of licensed male andj dence in his defence—in which cases a 
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record is to be made for 

of the Legislature. 
Teachers and pupils 

Schools, are exempt from 


the inspection 


of Common 
road and mili- 


tary duty, and from serving on juries! 


whilst ertvaged in teaching or attending 
school. 

Teachers, at the end of the time for 
which they have been engaged to teach, 
must report to the committee-men, in 
writing, the numbers and names of the 
children they have taught, specifying 
the number of days each has attended ; 
and no committee-man, while acting as 
such, shall be a teacher in a Common 
School. 


fF" For a brief history of this Journal, we 
would refer our friends who are members ef the 
Gereral Assembly now in session, to the last or 
Fourth Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Common Schools for the State, and which will be 
in print ina few days. The Journal is one mon- 
ument of the utility of the office of Superintend- 
ent; and that oflicer is now having spent on our 
Schools a sum nearly equal tg his salary, and 
derived from those States to which our own has 
so long been tributary. The tide has thus been 
turned; and the Editor has reason to believe, 


that if spared, and no accident occur, he can, in 
another year, have over twice the amount of his 
salary expended, from other States, on the best 
tnterests of our Schools, 

He is now preparing a plan of turning this 
quarterly into a handsome Monthly Journal, the 
cost of which will be from three thousand to 
thirty-five hundred dollars; and this plan now 
promises to be successful, while the result of the 
negotiations on the subject, is looked to with great 
interest by the leadiug teachers of the State. 


.<7" Book Notices are unavoidably crowded 
out of this number. 
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Special Notice to Chairmen of Boards of Su- 
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Officers of the Common School System— 
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Common Schools—The Kecent Educational 
Convention—Aa Apology—Common School 
Teachers, the law and the Practice under it. 
Proceedings of the State Educational Convention 
in Salisbury, Oct. Ist 1855, 
Synopsis of the Laws in force in relation to Com- 
“mon Schools, arranged for convenient Reference 
by the General Superintendent,..... 
Our Journal and Ourself, 





HOLBROOCK OS 
Te perery reyreyp AV TO ] 
Scdook APPARATUS. 
1. Orrery, $10 00 
3. Tellurian, 5 00 
3. Geometrical Solids, 25 Extra, $1 50 
. Terrestrial Globe, 25 No. 2, 1 00 
. Numeral Frame, 75 No.2, .621¢ 
. Hemesphere Globe, 75 
. Cube Root Block, 25 
. Text Book or Guide, 25 
. Magnet, 25 and upwards 
. Brass mounted Orrery, 00 
11. Do. do. Celestial Sphere, 00 
2. Primary Drawing Book, * 
3. Drawing Slates, different sizes, 
14. Drawing Slates, covered, different sizes, 
5. Glass Pumps, 
}. Glass Syphons, 
7. Glass Syringes, 
The first nine constitute a Set—Price, $20. 
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OPINIONS OF EDUCATORS 
RESPECTING HOLBROOK’S SCHOOL APPARATUS. 

From Ilenry Barnard, LL.D. (See Report of Superine 
tentent of Com. Schools in Connecticut, 1858, p. 178.) 
“There is but one opinion among our most enlighten- 

ed educators and teachers, as to the manifold uses to 
which such articles of apparatus as comprise this Set 
(Holbrook’s Twenty Doilar Set) can be applied, in 
making more clear to the comprehension of the young, 
ditlicult processes not only in the carly stages of educa- 
tion, but in illustrating the most useful and interesting 
| principles in the entire range of common school studies. 
eeey article of the Apparatus manufactured under the 
resolution of the last General Assembly, is intended to 
employ the eye and hand of the pupil, and thus make 
the hours of study more pleasant, the ideas gained more 
clear and practical, and the impression on the memory 
| more vivid and easily recalled,” 


From Hon. J.D. Philbrick Superintendent of Common 
| Schools in Conn. (See Rdof Sup’t. in 1855, p. 43.) 
“These articles of Aparatus in the hands of a com- 
petent teacher, may be applied to manifold uses in the 
| school room. On many points which would otherwise 
remain involved in doubt and obscurity, they enable the 
pupil to acquire clear ideas almost ata glance. As to 
their utility, there is no question in the mind of any in- 
| telligent teacher or educator who has used or examined 
them. No school-house in the State should be without 
; a complete Set.” 


} Tavntox, Mass., Nov. 9, 1855. 
| “T have examined the samples of School Apparatus 
lexhibitad by Andrew J. Wells, Esq., Agent of the Hol- 
brook School Apparatus Manufacturing Company, and 
consider them of a superior character, Believing that 
their introduction and use in our schools would essen- 
tially promote the progress of the pupils in the sciences 
illustrated by them, I take pleasure in recommending 
| them to the friends of education. 
Anprew Rotiarp, Ch'mn. of School Com.” 
“T concur in the above opinion and recommendation, 
Gero. M. Woopwarp.” 
All orders should be addressed to 
'F. C. BROWNELL. Sec’y, 
Hartford, Gann, 


Hopkins’ Hotel, 
LORMERLY BLAND KOUSE, 
=. 


Greensboro’, N. 
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